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RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY. 


_———— 
a - a ae - 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES-—-NO. XV: 
MEMUIRS OF REV. ROBERT WALKER. 


In the last Register we extracted several pas- 
sages from the memoir of this extraordinary man ; 
in which his industry, economy, kindness, and 
generosity to his neighbors and parishioners ; and 
especially his disinterestedness and fidelity asa 
Christian Pastor, are presented in a most engaging 
light.. Haviag completed a general view of his 
character, and described him in the close of his 
blameless, and most useful life, protracted almost 
to a century, his biographer thus proceeds,— 


There is in the above sketch something so 
extraordinary as to require further explanato- 
ry details—And to begin with his industry ; 
eight hours in each day, during five days in 
the week, and half of Saturday, except when 
the labors of husbandry were urgent, he was 
occupied in teaching. His seat was within 
the rails of the altar; the communion table 
was his desk; and, like Shenstone’s school- 
inistress, the master employed himself at the 
spinnipg-wheel, while the children were re- 
peating their lessons by his side. Every eve- 
ning, after school hours, if not more profitably 
engaged, he coniinued the same kind of la- 
bor, exchanging, for the benefit of exercise, 
the small wheel, at which he had sate, for 
the large one on which wool is spun, the 
spinner stepping to and fro.—Thus, was the 
wheel constantly 1n readiness to prevent the 
waste of a moment's time. Nor was his in- 
dustry with the pen, when occasion called for 
it, lesseager. Entrusted with extensive man- 
agement of public and private affairs, he act- 
ed in his rustic neighborhood, as scrivener, 
writing out petitions, deeds of conveyance, 
wills, covenants, &c. with pecuniary gain to 
himself, and to the great benefit of his em- 
ployers. These labors (at all times consid- 
erable) at one period of the year, viz. between 
Christmas and Candlemas, when money tran- 
sactions are settled in this country, were often 
so intense, that he passed great part of the 
night, and sometimes whole nights, at his 
desk. His garden also was tilled by his own 
hand ; he had a right of pasturage upon the 
mountains for a few sheep and a couple of 
cows, which required his attendance; with 
this pastoral occupation, he joined the labors 
of husbandry upon a small scale, renting two 
or three acres in addition to his own less 
than one acre of glebe; and the humblest 
drudgery which the cultivation of these fields 
required was performed by himself. 

He also assisted his neighbors in hay-mak- 
ing, and shearing their flocks, and in the per- 
formance of this latter service he was emi- 
nently dexterous. ‘They, in their turn, com- 
plimented him with a present of a hay-cock 
ora fleece; less as a recompence for this 
particular service than as a general acknowl- 
edgment. ‘The Sabbath was in a strict sense 
kept holy ; the Sunday evenings being devot- 
ed to reading the scripture and family prayer. 
The principal festivals 
Church were also duly observed ; but throug 
every other day in the week, through every 
week in the year, he was incessantly occu- 
pied in work of hand or mind ; not allowing 
a moment for recreation, except upon a Sat- 
urday afternoon, when he indulged himself 
with a newspaper, or sometimes with a mag- 
azine. The frugality and temperance estab- 
lished in his house were as admirable as the 
industry. Nothing to which the name of. 
luxury could be given was there known; in 
the latter part of his life, indeed, when tea 
had been brought into almost general use, it 
was provided for visitors, and for such of his 
own family as returned occasionally to his 
roof, aud had been accustomed to this re- 
freshment elsewhere; but neither he nor his 
wife ever partook of it. The raiment worn 
by his family was comely and decent, but as 
simple as their diet; the home-spun materi- 
als were made up into apparel by their own 
hands. At the time of the decease of this 
thrifty pair, their cottage contained a large 
store of webs of woollen and linen cloth, 
woven from thread of their own spinning. 
And it is remarkable, that the pew in the 
chapel in which the family used to sit, re- 
mained a few years ago neatly lined with 
woollen cloth spun by the pastor’s own hands. 
It is the only pew in the chapel so distin- 
guished ; and I know of no other instance of 
his conformity to the delicate accommodations 
of modern times. The fuel of the house, 
like that of their neighbors, consisted of peat, 
procured from the mosses by their own labor. 
The lights by which in the winter evenings 
their work was performed, were of their own 
manufacture, such as still continue to be 
used in these cottages ; they are made of the 
pith of rushes dipped in any unctuous sub- 
stance that the house affords. White candles, 
as tallow candles are here called, were re- 
served to honor the Christmas festivals, and 
were perhaps produced upon'no other occa- 
sions. Oncea month, during the proper sea- 
son, a sheep was drawn from their small moun- 
tain flock, and killed for the use of the family ; 
and a cow, towards the close of the year, was 
salted and dried, for winter provision, the 
hide was tanned to furnish them with shoes. 
By these various resources, this venerable 
clergyman reared a numerous family, not 
only preserving them, as he affectingly says, 

from wanting the necessaries of life ;” but 





afforded them an unstinted education, and 
the means of raising themselves in society. 
lt might have been concluded that no one 
could thus, as it were, have converted his 
body into a machine of industry for the hum- 
blest uses, and kept his thoughts so frequent- 
ly bent upon secular concerns, without griev- 
ous injury to the more precious parts of his 
nature. How could the powers of intellect 
thrive, or its graces be displayed, in the midst 
of circumstances apparently so unfavorable, 
and where, to the direct cultivation of the 
mind, so sraall a portion of time was allotted ? 
But, in this extraordinary man, things in 
their nature adverse were reconciled; his 
conversation was remarkable, not only for 
being chaste and pure, but for the degree in 
which it was fervent and eloquent; his writ- 
ten style was correc, simple, and animated. 
Nor did his affections suffer more than his in- 
tellect; he was tenderly alive to all the du- 
ties of his pastoral office ; the poor and needy 
*‘ he never sent empty away.”’—The stranger 
was fed and refreshed in passing that unfre- 
quented vale,—the sick were visited: the 
feelings of humanity found further exercise 


among the distresses and embarrassments in | 


the worldly estate of his neighbors, with 
which his talents for business made him ac- 
quainted ; and the disinterestedness, impar- 
tiality, and uprightness which he maintained 
in the management of all aflairs confided to 
him, were virtues seldom separated in his 
conscience from religious obligations. Nor 
could such conduct fail to remiud those who 
witnessed it of a spirit nobler than law or 
custom ; they felt convictions, which but for 
such intercourse, could not have been afford- 
ed, that, as in the practice of their pastor 
there was no guile, so in his faith there was 
nothing hollow ; and we are warranted in be- 
lieving, that, upon these occasions, selfish- 
ness, obstinacy, and discord, would often 
give way, before the breathings of his good- 
will and saintly integrity. It may be pre- 
sumed also, while his humble congregation 
were listening to the moral precepts which 
he delivered from the pulpit, and to the Chris- 
tian exhortation that they should love their 
neighbor as themselves, and do as they would 
be done unto; that peculiar: efficacy was 
given to the preacher’s labors by recollections 
in the minds of his congregation, that they 
were called upon to do no more than his own 
actions were daily setting before their eyes. 

The afternoon service in the chapel was 
less numerously attended than that of the 
morning, but by a more serious auditory ; 
the lessons on those occasions, were accom- 
panied by Burkitt’s Commentaries. ‘These 
lessons he read with impassioned emphasis, 
frequently drawing tears from his hearers, 
and leaving a lasting impression upon the.r 
minds. His devotional feelings and the pow- 
ers of his own mind were further exercised, 
along with his family, in perusing the scrip- 
tures ; not only on the Sunday evenings, but 
on every other evening, while the rest of the 
household were at work, some one of the 


appointed by A eee and in her turn the servant, for the 


sake of practice in reading, or for instruction, 
read the Bible aloud ; and in this manner the 
whole was repeatedly gone through. ‘That 
no common importance was attached to the 
observance of religious ordinances by his 
family, appears from the followmg memoran- 
dum of one of his descendants, which I am 
tempted to insert at length as it is character- 
istic and somewhat curious. ‘‘ There isa 
small chapel in the county palatine of Lan- 
caster, where a certain clergyman has regu- 
larly officiated above sixty years, and a few 
months ago administered the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper in the same, to a decent 
number of devout communicants. After the 
clergymen had received himself, the first com- 
pany who approached the altar, and kneeled 
down to be partakers of the sacred elements, 
ccnsisted of the parson’s wife, to whom he 
had been married upwards of sixty years; 
one son and his wife, four daughters, each 
with her husband ; whose ages all added to- 
gether amount to above 714 years. The 
several and respective distances from the 
place of their different abodes to the chapel 
where they all communicated, will measure 
more than 1000 English miles. ‘Though the 
narration will appear surprising, it is without 
doubt a fact, that the same persons, exactly 
four years before, met at the same place, and 
all joined in performance of the same vener- 
able duty.” 


Mr Walker was most zealously attached to tha 
doctrines and ritual of the Episcopal Church. 
There seems to have been indeed some mixture 
of intolerance and bigotry in this attachment, 
otherwise altogether innocent and natural. “He 
congratulated himself,” says his biographer, “that 
he had no dissenters in his parish of any denomi- 
nation; and he once refused to purchase an 
estate, offered to him on advantageous terms, be- 
cause the proprietor was a Quaker. 


To what degree this prejudice of his was 
blameable need not to be determined ; cer- 
tain it is; that he was not only desirous, as 
he himself says, to live in peace, but in love 
with all men. He was placable and charita- 
ble in his judgments; and however correct 
in conduct and rigorous to himself, he was 
ever ready to forgive the trespasses of others, 
and to soften the censure that was cast upon 
their frailties. It would be unpardonable to 








omit that, in the maintenance of his virtues, 
he received due support from the partner of 
his long life. She was equally strict in at- 
tending to her share of their joint cares, nor 
less diligent in her appropriate occapations. 
A person who had been some time their ser- 
vant in the latter part of their lives, concluded 
the panegyric of her misiress by saying to 
me * she was no less excellant than her hus- 
band ; she was good to the gor, she was good 
to every thing.” Te survived for a short time 
this virtuous companion. When she died, he 
ordered that her body should be borne to the 
grave by three of her daughters and one 
grand-daughter ; and when the corpse was 
lifted from the threshold, he insisted on lend- 
ing his aid, and feeling about, for he was then 
almost blind, took hold of a napkin fixed to 
the coffin, and, as a bearer of the body, en- 
tered the chapel, a few steps from the lowly 
parsonage, 

What a contrast does the life of this ob- 
scurely seated, and, in point of worldly wealth 
poorly repaid Churchman, present to that of 
a Cardinal Wolsey ! 


O ’tis a burthen, Cromwell, ‘tis a burthen 
Too heavy for a man that hopes for heaven! . 





UNITARIANISM IN THE HOUR OF DEATH. 


The following extract is from the last number 
of the Unitarian Monitor, published at Dover, 
N.H. 


We often hear it charged against Unitari- 
anism, that it affords no support in death. 
It is a very easy and comfortable religion to 
live by, it is said, but it is useless in the hour 
of need, imparting no strength or comfort, no 
sure and triumphant hope in the ‘ast moments 
of life. 

Let us inquire, then, into the sources of 
strength and support in the hour of death, 
and see whether these are not to be found in 
Unitarian Christianijy, as strong, evident:, 
and fruitful as in any other system of faith. 
If they are, we shall prove, by theory at least, 
that the charge cannot be true. 

What is it that elevates the mind with an 
unearthly calmness at the near approach of 
death ? What is it that transforms the last hour 
of human weakness into a scene of angelic 
triumph and heavenly joy? It 4s, in the first 
place, confidence in the mercy of God. This 
is the first, the great, the principal source of 
serenity and composure, when all earthly aid 
fails us. Without this, all others are useless 
and unavailing. With it, we need little be- 
side. Did we know nothing of God, save 
that he is our moral governor, and an impar- 
tial judge, well might we tremble to appear 
before him, clothed with all the follies and 
weaknesses of earth. What are we, and all 
our services, what is frail, erring, sinful hu- 
manity, that it should stand in the presence 
of the infinite purity and eternal majesty of 
heaven! But when we know that mercy is 
the great attribute of Deity,—when we are 
told that ‘‘ God is love,” that ‘‘as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth those 
who fear him,’’—then we have a ground of 
hope, of confidence and trust, which the last 
enemy of man has not power to remove. 
This confidence the Unitarian possesses, or 
at least may possess, to as great a degree as 
any of his fellow Christians. His peculiari- 
ties of faith, those particulars in which he 
differs from others, do not rob the Deity of 
any of his attributes, or Christianity of any 
of its promises or principles, He believes 
in God, and in Jesus Christ, and in a resur- 
rection from the dead. ‘There is no gospel 
duty which his faith does not prompt him to 
perform. There is no gospel consolation 
which his faith is not able to impart. He 
has opinions upon the subject of Christ’s 
death, aud the manner in which that death 
operates to procure our salvation, different 
from those held by many other seets, and it 
is in this respect, particularly, that his faith 
is thought to be deficient in support and 
comfort in the hour of death. ‘ He has no 
sacrifice for sin ;” it is said, ‘‘ He has denied 
the redeeming merits of Jesus Christ, and 
trusts to his own righteousness and good 
works for salvation.” But it is not so; the 
Unitarian trusts for salvation in the mefcy of 
God, and in that faith in Jesus Christ, which 
purifies the heart and regulates the life. And 
the difference between him and his fellow 
Christians, upon the subject of the atone- 
ment, whatever may be its practical influ- 
ence in other respects, is of no avail 
in the hour of death. They both alike have 
the same support there. You are a Trinita- 
rian, looking for pardon and reconciliation 
with God through the merits of Jesus Christ 
in sacrificing his life to satisfy the demands 
of God’s violated law. But what was it pro- 
vided for you this sacrifice for sin? What 
was it that procured for you this atonement, 
and pointed out this way of salvation? It 
was God’s mercy. This was the procuring 
cause. ‘This it was that raised up Jesus 
Christ, to bea Prince and a Saviour, and 
sent him into the world to die that we might 
live. It is God’s mercy, then, that is in fact 
your ultimate ground of support, it is this 
that has given you these assurances of par- 
don, and opened to you this way of salvation. 
Now this is exactly what the Unitarian be- 
lieves, and what he trusts in for support, in 
the hour of death. He believes that Jesus 
Christ was raised up to be a Prince and Sa- 





viour, and that he died that we might live. 








The influence and the efficacy of his death, 
the manner in which Jesus Christ’ makes 
atonement between God and man, are in his 
opinion, somewhat different from what they 
are in yours, as a Trinitarian; still, in every 
essential principle and purpose, this death is 
the same, in his opinion, as in yours, orig- 
inating in the same source, the mercy of 
God, and having in view the same object, 
the salvation of man. Ile has then through 
faith in the gospel of Christ, the same ground 
of support and confidence, calmness, and 
peace, in the hour of death, that you have. 
He is elevated by the same blessed assur- 
ances of God’s mercy, and the same hopes of 
immortality and glory,—in that which is the 
first and main ground of elevation and 
triumph in the hour of our departure from 
earth, the mercy of God, the Unitarian faith 
is as full of strength and power as that of 


any other Christians. 
[To be continued.] 





MEEKNESS. 


The following remarks are from the second 
volume of Lectures and Sermons by Henry C. 
Knight, in which, notwithstanding some peculiar- 
ities of style not agreeable to our taste, and some 
difference of doctrinal views from our own, we 
find nevertheless, not only a praiseworthy spirit 
of catholicism, but much also in doctrine that we 
approve. 


‘‘ Blessed are the meek ; for they shall in- 
herit the earth,” 

The virtue of meekness is not that of the 
quietness of sloth, a supine love of ease, a 
defect in sensibility and firmness, and the 
predominancy of other passions. This meek- 
ness means not that timid and pliant temper, 
which is inactive to do good, and indifferent 
to doevil. Neither is it a mere constitution- 
al virtue, not grounded upon principle. It 
must be that evangelical meekness, which 
with God is before honor. This meekness 
is opposed to a spirit of revenge, to a spirit 
of haughtiness, to a spirit of impatience. It 
is that meekness, which softens the heart to 
mercy ; renders it gentle to all around us, 
and below us; forbearing towards those, 
who injure us; forgiving towards those, who 
are not willing to forgive us; and submis- 
sive to the trials of Providence, It is a vir- 
tue, which was unknown to the heathen ; 
and which was never suspected to be a vir- 
tue, before the Gospel of Truth revealed it 
so to be. It is a virtue, which is opposed to 
the carnal heart, and must be sought for 
with prayer. This meekness of spirit is able 
to subdue the native outbreakings of the 
irascible, and the implacable. This spirit 
itself is happiness. Blessed are the meck, 
said the blessed Jesus, who was himself 
meek, and lowly in heary. 

What a lessonto Ambition! What a les- 
son to human Pride! He, who could say to 
the noisy seas, Peace, bestill! and they were 
still; He, who could command ten legions 
of angels to minister unto him; he was him- 
self of a meek and quiet spirit. Blessed are 
his followers in this virtue, for they shall in- 
herit the earth. Yes, even in this life, this 
virtue shall bring its own reward. It is this 
temper, which avoids strife among neigh- 
bors ; which shuns the fierce litigations of 
law ; and which conquers by forbearance ; 
which by rendering good for evil, heaps 
coals of fire upon the head of the adversary. 
Such a temper does not imply any pusillan- 
imity of spirit, which will not assert its rights 
with firmness, and maintain them with man- 
liness; but only such as goeth out of the 
way of contention, and dareth not to vent its 
heart in murmurs of revenge. Who isa 
wise man, and endued with knowledge 
among you? Let him show out of a good 
conversation his works, with meekness of 
wisdom. Puton the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit. ‘The Lord lifeth up the 
meek. He will beautify the meek with sal- 
vation ; his soul shall dwell at ease, and his 
seed shall inherit the earth. 

A person of this gospel virtue, when he 
looks abroad, and sees the comforts that the 
Lord has spread before him; a good home, 
daily food, agreeable friends; and above all, 
the free aud easy offers of pardon of sin, upon 
his humbling himself before the cross; and 
then looks back into his own breast, and finds 
there so little contrition for sin, so little faith 
in God, so little trust in a Saviour, he feels 
meek ; he feels as if he could get low in the 
dust of humiliation ; he feels that he desires 
no revenge then, but against sin; no ambi- 
tion, but to sit at the feet of Jesus; no crav- 
ings, but to inherit, after his earthly pilgrim- 
age is over,a portion in the holy land of 
promise above. 

In this world, meekness is but an unfash- 
ionable virtue ; and those humble Christians 
who possess it, are too often despised. But 
there is another world, in which those, who 
were meek on earth, shall be exalted. Then 
will the poor man, with this virtue, who sits 
all day long by the river-side, and toils, but 
catches nothing, rise above the man without it, 
who sits over his coffers, counting his untold 
thousands. Then will the poor woman with 
this virtue, who with feeble hands gathers a 
few faggots by the wayside, be seated above 
the matron without it, who parades up and 
down the hanging gardens of her palace. 
Then will the devout pilgrim, who has: van- 
quished his own heart by this virtue, be a 











greater Conqueror in heaven, than he, who on 
earth conquered one world, and whose proud 
heart then wept, that he had not another to 
conquer. And then the poor publican, who 
stood afar off, and smote upon his breast, and 
cried, God, be merciful to me a’ sinner, will 
be justified, rather than the proud Pharisee, 
who stood in the corner of the street, and 
boasted; Lord, I thank ‘thee, that T°am fot 
like other men. 


THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. 


“If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his.” 

We rarely meet a more beautiful exemplifica- 
tion of the Christian spirit, than is exhibited in 
the following passage from Mrs Toogood’s fare- 
well address to her readers, in her work on “ Re- 
ligious Prejudice.” 


I have now to take leave of my readers 
with the earnest hope, that under the divine 
blessing what I have written may be useful 
in leading them to that course which has 
yielded me so much comfort and hope. 
Since the period of my conversion from 
Trinitarianism to Unitarianism, I have fol- 
lowed the example of the Bereans, in 
‘searching the Scriptures daily,’ to see 
whether the opinions I have adopted, are ac- 
cording to the truth; and 1 can assure them 
that my convictions have been more and 
more confirmed therein, every time I have 
consulted the word of God. Under this im- 
pression I could not resist the strong impulse 
I felt, to impart the benefit I have enjoyed 
to others. The Bible is alike open to all; 
it is calculated to afford a similar blessing to 
all. Unconscious of any sectarian spirit, I 
hope such will not be attributed to me. 
Truth is my only object, believing that, “ if 
we know the trath, it will make us free.” 
Nevertheless I have no doubt that opinions 
so much misrepresented as those I have 
adopted, often are, will bring down severe 
reprehension from those whose prejudices are 
miscalled opinions ; and whether [I shall live 
to see or feel their contempt or not, I here- 
by assure them that 1 have ‘so learned 
Christ,” as freely to forgive them. I would 
wish also to. excuse them by recurring to 
my own feelings, before T shook off the do- 
minion of prejudice, though, blessed be 
God, I was incapable of malice or rancor. 
My prayer is, that the reading hereof may 
be succeeded with a divine’ blessing to them 
and to all others; and that all may be 
brought to think, that the Scriptures alone 
contain the words of eternal life, and what- 
ever else is taught as doctrine, is the word 
of man, and not of God. 








STATE OF RELIGION IN THF WEST. 

[The following communication from a respect- 
ed correspondent at Buffalo, contains statements 
which will be interesting we trust, to many of our 
readers. It discloses a state of things, in regard 
to religion, much to be deplored, and which we 
trust will excite our brethren to renewed efforts 
for the dissemination of those pure and enlighten- 
ed principles of religion, which we believe can 
alone be successfully opposed to the progress of 
infidel principles. ] 


[For the Christian Register. j 

Mr Epirtor,—-I have long had it in view to ad- 
dress you on the state of Liberal Christianity in 
this region, in connection with those circumstan- 
ces which have a bearing upon the views of relig- 
ion, which I brought with me from New England, 
and which your paper has uniformly defended. 
I came to this place when the late “ revival,” so 
called, was at its height; at a time when the 
whole community were excited in one way or 
another. Being a stranger, I became a mere 
spectator of the doings of others; and standing 
aloof from both parties I was enabled to forma 
more deliberate opinion. My object now is to in- 
form our friends at the East, of the state of parties 
and opinions here, and the help that is required, to 
introduce and give permanency to those religious 
principles, which we believe to be best supported 
by the scriptures, and best adapted to promote the 
happiness of man. The population of this place is 
a mixed one, formed by emigrations from all the 
Northern aad Eastern and some from the Middle 
States. In addition there is a large number of 
Germans who form a community of themselves, 
disconnected with others. Leaving out the latter 
class, the population is much divided in a moral 
and religious point of view. First in order are 
the Presbyterians: and Baptists, who stand upon 
the outer ground of exclusiveness—then the Epis- 
copalians, formed of real believers in the doctrines 
of the Episcopal Church, with quite a number of 
serious and reflecting people, who, more catholic 
in their views and feelings than the Presbyterians 
and Baptists, have connected themselves with the 
Episcopal Church,—finding that more liberal than 
the others. Then follow the Universalists, many 
of whom are serious reflecting men and wiio are 
no dishonor in their practice to religion ; and then 
—my heart sickens when I write—and then come 
the Atheists and Deists, the open and avowed dis- 
believers and opposers of Christianity, whose num- 
ber is by no means small, and who, priding them- 
selves on their independence, make use of all op- 
portunities to disseminate their opinions end to 
shew how little regard they have for those,” wiio _ “ 
are their opponents. There are probably more 
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infidels here, than in any other place, out of the 
large cities. Numbering so many as they do in 
their ranks, they do not find the necessity of con- 
cealing their principles to promote their pecumary 
interest. 

Besides those already mentioned, there are not 
a few well informed and liberal people, who, op- 
posed to bigotry and orthodox domination on the 
one hand, and to Universalism and the pernicious 
principles of infidelity on the other, stand by them- 
selves, disconnected with all, waiting for the time 
when they shall be able to form themselves into a 
society for their own and their children’s good 
and the upbuilding of that Liberal Christianity, 
that plain and simple and beneficial faith, which 
we believe was taught by the Apostles and their 
heavenly Master. 

Were there a society formed on these princi- 
ples, and an efficient and popular man settled over 
it, there would be many now connected with the 
Presbyterians, Baptists, and Episcopalians who 
would join it. And I have full faith in believing, 
that in a few years it would stand as high in point 
of numbers and respectability as sny society now 
here. Now, what is wanted, and what we must 
look for to our friends in the East is, a pious and 
thoroughly educated preacher; one willing and 
able to set before his hearers the truths of the 
Bible as we hold them, to show them the differ- 
ence between Infidelity and Unitarianisin, be- 
tween the true faith which will lead its believers 
to heaven, and a kind and benevolent and merciful 
Creator,and that theory which says there is no God 
and no hereafter, or that other theory which pic- 
tures God as a tyrant, waiting to avenge himself 
upon his weak and erring children, who created 
mankind only “to ordain them to dishonor and 
wrath for their sins, to the praise of his glorious 
justice.” 

As a turther means of diffusing a knowledge of 
Unitarianism, the tracts of the A. U. Association 
are much wanted. ‘Till within a week I have not 
seen a single tract, excepting some in my own } os- 
session. The people want information, and they 
must have it, or they will live as they now do, 
(many: of thein,) without any definite principle by 
which to govern their lives. Let me urge you to 
call the attention of our friends to this subject. I 
should before this have mentioned that Rev. Mr 
Sullivan of Keene, N. H. was here in November, 
and preached three sabbaths in the Court House 
to a very respectable and attentive audience. ] 
hope the time is not far distant when we shall 
have regular presching. Itis in contemplation to 
erect a church the next season. 

If the A. U. Association have any tracts for 
distribution, there is no place where they will do 
more good than here, or where they could be 
easier distributed. I could have given away 
thousands the past season, without exciting the 
ill will of any. I could have sent them inte Ohio 
and Michigan, by those who would have made 
the best use of them. 

- Yours, with esteem. 


Buffalo, Dec. 4, 1831. 





[For the Christian Register.] 
CONVERSION OF THE YOUNG. 


Ma Eprror,—IJn a late number of the Register 
under the head “ Freedom of the Pulpit,” I read 
an anecdote which I saw many years agy, in (I 
think) “ Buck’s Miscellanies.” Although you 
have spoken in terms of disapprobation of the 
stratagem of this minister to operate upon one of 
his hearers, yet I beg leave to add a few words 
more. You say “the indecorum could be pardoned 
only by its success.” I suppose that neither you 
nor I should acknowledge that even its success 
could afford a just reason for pardoning it. Re- 
ligious books and journals abound with stories of 
a similar character; and their tendency is to 
make and leave a very wrong impression, and to 
exert a bad influence. The moral of that story 
seems to be this,—“ We may do evi] that good 
may come,”—the end and the event sanctify the 
purpose and means. It is right to disregard the 
counsels, and vivlate the laws of our parents, 
This change from a Churchman to a Dissenter, 
and from sin to holiness, is immeciately connected 
with an act of disobedience to his parents. The 
conversion of many children and young persons 
to Orthodoxy at the present day is immediately 
connected with disrespect and disobedience to 
parents. Aud this circumstance (I mean the act 
of disobedience.) is often, with an astonishing 
boldness, very carefully set down by the person 
who gives an account of the conversion; and I 
know not of the instance where such things are 
noticed as they ought. And the consequence is, 
others are encouraged to follow the same exam- 
ple. Many young persons, of both sexes, have 
thus been taught to sin by those whe make many 
words and much parade about Orthodoxy and 
holiness. Many who are under age are lured 
from their domestic retreats and trom their wont- 
ed places of worship, contrary to the advice; 
wishes, and express commands of their parents ; 
and if the parents express any uneasiness or in- 
dignation, beth their disobedient children and 
their new religious teachers ascribe all the dis- 
pleasure of the parents to rebellion against God, 
and opposition to truth and holiness; and accord- 
ingly they are treated with scorn and contempt. 

The child that obstinately refuses to obey its 
parents, and goes to different meetings and con- 
ferences contrary to their directiuns, is generally 
the most sure to be converted ; to become a subject 
of grace. If transgression of the law of God is sin, 
and if obedience to parents is still one of his laws, 
(see the words of Christ and his apostles on this 
subject,) then a great deal of sin is encouraged and 
committed by tlose who talk loudly of the dan- 
gers in which sinners stand. 

I could wish for the honor of our holy religion, 
for the welfare of society, and for the peace and 
happiness of families, that a hundred fold more 
were written and done to set this spiritual wick- 
edness in.its proper and odious light ; and to re- 
mind many young converts that, if through an act 
of disobedience they become pious, they ought 


— 


still to acknowledge the sinfnlness of the act, and 
exercise repentance for it, and to do all they can 
to persuade others to pursue a more innocent and 
commendable course even to gain so needfula 
thing as a sound faith, and a good hope in Jesus 
Christ. ’ ~ KF, 





[For the Chistian Register.} 


TEMPERANCE. 

Ma Eprtor,—I learned some weeks since 
from the public prints, that a Temperance Socie- 
ty had been formed in Boston, under what seem- 
ed to be favorable auspices. This intelligence, as 
you may readily suppose, was received with much 
joy by the friends of temperance in other places. 
We who live in the country are accustomed to 
look to the city not only as the source of intelli- 
gence, but as the priine mover in enterprises of 
benevolence. We rejoice in the high reputation 
which the good city of Boston enjoys for the gen- 
eral intelligence and virtue which prevail among 
her citizens. And though there may be some 
among us who look with a jealous eye on fer in- 
creasing wealth and power, weakly imagining that 
what she gains they must lose; I am persuaded 
that juster and more liberal views are entertained 
by the great majority of the people, especially 
where they have not been tampered with by as- 
piring and unprincipled demagogues. 

It was not strange therefore that we should re- 
joice to Jearn, that the enlightened and benevolent 
citizens of Boston had embarked in the temper- 
ance cause,—a cause that should be dear to every 
patriot no less than to every Christian; and that 
they were disposed to unite their efforts to re- 
move one of the most frightful calamities that 
ever visited a people. We felt encouraged and 
strengthened when we saw the list of officers 
who were chosen to manage the concerns of the 
Society, and we felt assured that when such men 
heartily engaged in the cause, it must receive an 
impulse that would carry it forward with unexam- 
pled velocity, a momentum that nothing could 
withstand. 

Now, Mr Editor, we who live at a distance and 
who depend for our intelligence on the pnblic 
journals, are anxious to Jearn what has been done, 
is doing, or is in contemplation, to bring about the 
desired reform? We hope to learn that all the 
friends of good order and good morals in the city, 
without regard to sect or denomination, are dis- 
posed to exert theircombined influence to effect a 
reformation so loudly called for, so essential to 
individual comfort and prosperity, and, as many 
think, to the stability of our free institutions. 

Will you, Mr Editor, have the goodness to send 
us through your paper such intelligence on the 
subject of this communication, as you may be able 
to obtain; and in return I will engage to furnish 
you with such facts as may come to my know- 
ledge in relation to the same subject. 

Rusticvus. 





[For the Christian Register.] 
FRIST PARISH IN HOPKINTON. 

Ms Epiror,—A meeting was called in this 
place, [Hopkinton,] on the 30th of Nov. at the re- 
quest of 125 members of the First Parish, and or- 
ganised by choosing Nathan Phipps, Moderator, 
and Abijah Etlis, Secretary, when the following 
preamble ar resolutions were unanimously pass- 
ed. 

Whereas great dissatisfaction and uneasiness 
prevails in the minds of a great portion of the in- 
habitants of the First Parish in Hopkinton, on ac- 
count of the extraordinary measures resorted.to 
by Rev. Amos A. Phelps, and others (his adhe- 
rents,) in said Parish, to create unnatural and vio- 
lent religious excitements in the minds of the 
people of said Parish,—and viewing such meas- 
ures not only calculated to destroy the peace of 
the cominunity, but also designed to promote sec- 
tarian purposes wholly unauthorized and inconsis- 
tent with the true spirit and meaning of the gos- 
pel ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we sincerely deprecate a se pa- 
ration of the Parish, and all its attendant evils, and 
will use all fair and honorable means to promote 
the peace and harmony, as well as the best in- 
terest of the same. 
| Resolved, That ministers of the gospel, as well 
| 





| as all officers in civil authority, are accountable 
| for their official conduct to the people by whom 
| they are elevated and supported. 
| That, whereas the Rev. Amos A. Phelps has 
| both in word and deed denied all accountability 
| to the people by whom he was settled, and con- 
| tinues to evince a total disregard of the feelings 
| and wishes of a large portion of his society, there- 
| fore 
Resolved, That we cannot conscientiously con- 

/ tinue to him our support, but instead thereof 
would cheerfully lend our aid and influence to 
the support of a more consistent and liberal mind- 
ed man as a Christian teacher. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be chos- 
| en to provide occasionally such preaching as will 


the majority of the Parish, during the continuance 
of the Rev. Mr Phelps. 
Hopkinton, Nov. 13°31. 


(or the Christian Register.] 
PORT SOCIETY. 
! 


| Mr Epiror,—The meeting of the Boston Port 
| Society was adjourned to next Monday evening, 

when i doubt not, if the weather permit, the 
house will be full. Might it not be well to take a 
eellection in the course of the evening? I am 
confident if the boxes had been offered to receive 
the contributions of those present after Mr Tay- 
lor’s remarks the other night, a ccnsiderable sum 
would have been collected. The Port Society 
are in debt; and how cana more convenient or 
more unexceptionable method be taken to give 
them some assistance? AsI ama stranger to 
the Managers, I beg leave to propuse the hint 
through your paper, in the hope that it may meet 
the notice and approbation of some who can carry 
it into effect. 8. 











be more consonant with the views and wislies of 


————— 


[For the Christian Register.] 

“The Trials of a School Girl,” and “ Days of 
Childhood,” by the author of “ Sophia Morton.” 

These are the titles of two small volumes first 
issued from the press of Messrs Bowles & Green, 
which if we do not greatly mistake wil) be found 
to be among the best books of the kind, that have 
lately been published. The latter is designed for 
quite young children, and seems to us to be ad- 
mirably adapted to interest and instruct them. It 
is simple and natural without being weak or silly, 
and just such a book as we should like to put into 
the hands of any clever child from four to seven 
years of age. 

The “Trials of a School Girl” is a book of a 
much higher character. It is designed for chil- 
dren from ten to fifteen years of age, and will be 
read with interest and delight by persons of ma- 
ture minds. It is what its title indicates, the trials 
of a school girl, and though few perhaps bear 
their trials with so much meekness, and form a 
character so pure and lovely as Margaret Sher- 
win, we are persuaded that many a school girl, 
and many a school boy too, will find in the trials 
which befel poor Blargarct, a faithful picture of 
what they have seen or experienced themselves. 

We thank the writer for the valuable contribu- 
tions she has already made to our juvenile libra- 
ries, and hope, for the sake of our young friends, 
that she will not suffer so well disciplined a pen 
to remain long unemployed. A. 
eT OO A a ied SP EE 


CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 


BOSTON, JANUARY 14, 1832. 








SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRISON 
DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. 

This report, like those which have preced- 
ed it, contains a large amount of interesting 
and useful information, evidently collected 
with great care and industry. The subjects 
considered in the report, are, ‘‘ Imprisonment 
fur Debt, State Prisons, Houses of Refuge 
for Juvenile Delinquents, County Prisons, 
and Asylums for Poor and Imprisoned Luna- 
Information in regard to some one or 


tics.” 
more of tnese subjects is given from fifteen of 
the States. 

A large part of this report relates to Im- 
prisonment for Debt. This unchristian sys- 
tem, we rejoice to say, has been abolished by 
law, in Maine, New York, (the law of New 
York goes into operation March 1, 1832, 
Ohio and Kentucky ; and the severity of the 
statutes on this subject has been recently 
mitigated in Vermont, Massachusetts and 
We doubt not that before inany 
years elapse, imprisonment for simple debt 
will be abolished throughout the greater part 


Maryland. 


of our country. 

The reports of the Prison Discipline Soci- 
ety have already excited a great degree of 
public attention to the subjects of its inqni- 
ries. They have produced and will continue 
By point- 
ing out the pernicious consequences of bad 
laws, and of ill regulated places of confine- 
ment, and. keeping a record of the changes 
made in different States in the laws and prac- 


to produce most beneficial effects. 


tices in relation to prisons and other subjects 
connected with them,—tkese reports afford a 
most useful guide for legislative labors. In- 
deed we have good reason to bel.eve that 
some of the most salutary statutes, in relation 
to subjects which the society fas examined, 
may be ascribed in a great degree to the in- 
fluence of these reports. 

It is not possible in speaking of the Prison 
Discipline Society to refrain from expressing 
our high sense of the credit, which is due to 
the untiring zeal and industry with which 
the Secretary has devoted himself to the 


cause in which he has engaged. He has al- 


ready received the highest earthly reward in 
ihe success which has crowned his philan- 
We trust that in future 
they may prove equally successful. 

The following is a part of the conclusion of 


the report. 


We have now finished the notice which we 
proposed to take of the progress, during the last 
year, of Prison Discipline. 

In view of what has been done, we feel grate- 
ful, and determined to persevere. 

In regard to Imprisonment for Debt, by the laws 
which have been passed ina single year, in all 
probability, from TWELVE TO FIFTEEN THOUSAND 
PERSONS will be saved from imprisonment for small 
debts. By these laws, personal liberty, public 
morals and common humanity, are in some meas- 
ure relieved; but while so many are saved from 
imprisonment, let us not forget the far greater 
number who will be incarcerated in those states 
where no such law has been passed, and where 
the remedy is applied only in a small degree. 

In regard to our State Prisons, we can now be- 
gin to look upon many of them with complacency, 
as places of separation at night, supervision, si- 
lence, order, neatness, hard labor, economy, and 
good government ; and, connected with all these 
Improvements, we see, in each of the reformed 
Prisons, the Bible, the resident chaplain, the chap- 
el, the sabbath school, the private admonition, 
counsel and instruction; in one word, in some 
good degree, what we may suppose the Lord Je- 
sus Christ wuld require a community, calling it- 
self Christien, to make its Prisons. 

In regard to Houses of Refuge for Juvenile De- 
linquents, our country has given a noble example 
to other nations. The Houses of Refuge in Bos- 
ton, New York and Philadelphia, have constantly 
under their paternal roofs almost five hundred 
youth and children. How incalculable must be 
the good, in a course of yeers, resulting from this 
most noble charity ! e should deem it an ob- 
ject worthy of a life, to add another to the number 
of these institutions. That in Baltimore we hope 
soon to see in operation. 

In regard lo Asylums for Poor and Imprisened 


thropic exertions. 





Lunatics, Massachusetts haa taken the lead jn 





this new department of benevolence ; New York 
is preparing to follow the example; and we are 
confident, that nothing is necessary to cause @ 
beautiful sisterhood of these needful institutions, 
but a knowledge of facts proving their necessity. 

In regard to Establishments for the Pauper Pop- 
ulation, particularly of large Cities, we believe 
many important principles concerning their con- 
struction, discipline, employment, and instruction, 
have been, and may be, derived from the improved 
Prisons. 

In view of the whole field of labor fairly embraced 
by the Prison Discipline Society, it is large enough, 
and sufficiently interesting, to encourage patient and 
persevering labor without deviation or Y. 

Thanking the Lord therefore for the mercies 
of the last year, we consecrate ourselves anew to 
his service, in this department of benevolence. 





SECTS. 

In a fate work of Miss Joanna Baillie, en- 
titled, ‘‘ A view of the general tenor of the 
New Testament regarding the nature and 
dignity of Jesus Christ,” She has occasion 
frequently to use the term sects, for which 
she thus apologizes ;— 


No offence, I hope, will be taken at the use I 
here make of the .-rm sects, which is commonly 
applied to a smaller number of Christians as dis- 
tinguished fren a greater, whose tenets are sup- 
ported by the law of the land. I use it here ina 
wider sense, as divisions of that church, which 
consists of every believer who receives the New 
Testament as the word of God,—the Greek, the 
Roman, the Lutheran, the English, the Presbyte- 
rian, with the various subdivisions occasioned by 
dissenters from each. Ali established churches 
are such only regarding the country by whose 
laws they are upheld; regarding Christianity at 
large they are not so and may then with proprie- 
ty be designated sects. 


These enlarged views, as well as the con- 
ciliatory manner in which this writer uni- 
formly treats subjects that are liable to awak- 
en party feeling, are worthy the attention 
and imitation not merely of writers on contro- 
versial theology, but of Christians ia all con- 
ditions, and through all the intercourse of 
life. Why may we not agree to differ? 
What excuse have we for not considering 
and treating all practically good men as 
worthy our confidence, love and kind offices, 
though their thoughts may move in different 
channels from ours, and may result in differ- 
ent convictions. If they build on the broad 
and sure foundation of virtuous and religious 
principle, why should it concern us that the 
style and taste of their architecture may dif- 
fer from ours ? 

Undoubtedly the heated contentions of 
sects, and the odium attached to the very word 
sect, have all arisen from the undue and false 
importance attached to nonessentials in re- 
ligion. We say not now who have been 
guilty of this; but we earnestly conjure all, 
of whatever sect, who have done this, to set 
down and transcribe all the passages in 
which our Saviour or his apostles have allud- 
ed to essentials ; and we feel an assured 
conviction, that having done this, they will 
one and all,—if they have sufficient Chris- 
tian honesty to give them a personal hope of 
salvation,—they will one and all be ashamed 
of their narrow and exclusive spirit, and will 
tremble for their own presumption in assum- 
ing the prerogative of Christ to give laws to 
his followers. > 





IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 


The attention of the community has fre- 
quently of late been called to the subject of 
iinprisonment for debt, and we have been 
gratified with the evidence which has been 
given, that more enlarged and generous 
views of the subject are extensively prevail- 
ing. In some of our States very important 
and salutary modifications of the laws have 
already taken place. In our own State the 
subject has been for sometime past before 
the Legislature. At the Jast session a “ Re- 
port on the subject of Insolvency and I mpris- 
onment for Debt, with a bill for relief of In- 
solvent Debtors, and the more equal distribu- 
tion of their effects,” was laid before the 


Legislature. The shortness of the session 


prevented its being acted on. The Governor, 
in his late Message again calls the attention 
of the Legislature to this subject. We quote 
from his Message the following remarks. 


It must surely be cause for deep regret, that, 
while the claims of a class of unfortunate and dis- 
tressed Fellow Citizens to our strongest sympa- 
thies, have so long and justly been recognized, no 
measure of adequate relief has been applied to 
their condition. ‘The laws of an earlier and harsh- 
er age, in unmitigated severity, still press upon 
them, and Creditors, yet harder than the laws, hold 
them in fear of perpeinal bondage. ‘The misfor- 
tunes of men, are, oft times. as far beyond the ken 
of human foresight, and without their control, as 
are the convulsions of nature, The elements, dis- 
ease, false trust in friends, public calamities, over- 
whelmn with sudden ruin, and leave fiom the wreck 
of substance no prospect but hopetess inability and 
the law’s poor mercy fsr unperformed engage- 
ments, ‘Thousands are lost to their families and 
to the community through peril of the infliction 
of punishment for poverty, who, could they have 
been discharged in the adverse time which befel 
them, staring with new enterprise jn these deys 
of success ond general prosperity, would baye 
been rester d to the enjoyment of competency and 
the usefulness of valuable members of society. It 
is this liability to imprisonmeut for debt, which 
drags the sinking man to the bottom, and holds 
him, with a millstone’s weight, from rising. Re- 
finement of sentiment, Humanity, and Public Pol 
icy, alike demand, that this stern faature of an 
ancient code should be relaxed. It reproaches 
the Jurisprudence of Modern times, casting the 
dark shadows of a barbarous age when the livin 
flesh and blood were sold to servitude for the 
dues of money, over. the noonday. influences of 
Christian philanthrophy. 





UNITARIAN MONITOR. 
This is a Periodical devoted to the cause 
of “Religion, pure and undefiled.” It is 
published once a fortnight at Dover, N. H. 
We can say in truth that it is a work which 
merits the patronage of the friends of Chris- 
tian freedom, virtue, and piety. It has thus 
far been conducted with ability, and we have 
every reason to believe it will continue to 
deserve the approbation of enlightened and 
sanctified professors of Christianity. We are 
happy to learn that the Unitarian Monitor 
has a large and growing list of subscribers. 
An extract from the last number will be 
found on our first page. It is the commence- 
ment of the discussion of an interesting 
topic ; and if the writer goes on’as well as he 
has begun, we shall be glad to lay the whole 
of it before our readers. 
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A Sermon delivered at the Urdination of Rev. 
Oxiver Stearns as Pastor of the Second Con- 
gregational Socrety in Northampton, Nov. 9, 1831. 
By Rev. Converse Francis. With the Charge, 
Right Hand of Feltowship, and Address to the So- 
ciety. 

We have read this discourse, as we think it 
must have been heard, with unusual satisfaction. 
Among the numerous publications of this class, 
all interesting to the individuals and religious so- 
cieties at whose request they are prepared, we ere 
perhaps in danger of overlooking the few that 
should not be cunfined to so narrow a circle, but 
whose excellence makes them public property, 
because they have power to benefit the whole 
community. Of this class, the sermon before us 
is one. It is a sound, convincing, and eloquent 
illustration of the “ Character of Christianity as a 
purely internal and spiritual principle.” _From 
that expressive passage of our Lord “It is the 
spirit that quickeneth ;—the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life,” the 
Preacher shows how much depends on the inward, 
how little on the outward form of religion ; how 
much, notwithstanding, men have loved the one, 
and how little they have cared for the other ; that 
the design of Christianity is a moral design; that 
in this is its peculiar glery, the brightest stamp 
of its divinity, and the surest token that it came 
from the everlasting “fountain of truth 7” and 
that it never reaches its object till it sanctiries 
and elevates the whole soul. 

From this principle the Preacher deduces some 
very important consequences, among which is the 
encouraging fact, which he illustrates with great 
beauty, “that the amount of real religion in the 
community is not to be measured by any of the 
standards, which mark the diversities of theologi- 
cal opinion ;” that there is “a vast difference be- 
tween religious opinions and the religious senti- 
ment, or feeling ; so that while the former are 
thrown into every possible variety of shape, the 
latter may be about the same in all.” 

We commend this admirable discourse to gen- 
eral perusal ; and should be glad to see it circula- 
ted widely as a tract; The services, usuaily con- 
nected with an Ordination Sermon, are here also 
publiched, and will be read with satisfaction 
The Address to the Society by Rev. George Rip- 
ley, of this city, abounds with wise and jndicion s 


counsel. presented at once with modesty, kindness 
and power. 





Simple Stories, by the Author of the “ Pastime 
of Learning.” Boston: Corrons & Barnarp. 


an is one among the many little books which 
e New Year has called forth, for the instruction 


and gratification of children. It is, as the title 
designates, by the author of the “Pastime of 
Learning,” a production which has already re- 
ceived a well-merited approbation. 

This volume is composed of nine distinct sto- 
ries, particularly adapted for children of the 
younger class ; and the writer modestly expresses 
her hope, “that her attempt to impart innocent 
pleasure, and to instil correct principles and the 
love of virtue in the minds of the rising genera- 
tion, will neither be overlooked nor disregarded.” 

We are disposed to think that in some of the 
littie characters she has held up for examples, 
there is supposed a larger measure both of know- 
ledge and of goodness than will often be found 
in children at an age, in which their beginnings 
of knowledge are usually mingled with great ig 
norance, and their dawning virtues with many 
faults. But her stories are well conceived and 
told; and their moral influence is so pure and 
salutary, that we can cordially recommend the 
book. It comes of a good family; and for the 
multitude of its brothers and sisters of the same 
name, all united in love and labors for our young 
children, we heartily wish the success,—-by which 
we and their authors mean, the usefisdness,— 
which their various merits may claim, 














RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





Sunday Evening Lectures by Unitarian Clergy- 
men. The Lecture tomorrow evening will be de 
livered at Rev. Mr Motte’s Mecting house, corn- 
er of Washington and Castle Streets, at half past 
six o'clock, 





Mr Girard’s Witl. fhe following is the pas- 
sage inthe late Mr Girard’s will, in which he for- 
bids all interference or even visits of clergymen, 
in the institution he has founded for the care and 
instruction of Poor Orphans. As but a small part 
of this Jimitation in his will has been published in 
most of aur papers, we think it proper and just to 
iusert the whole. 

Having amply provided for the foundation and 
prescribed the conditions &c. &c. of his college, 
designing it fur the accommodation of at least 
three hundred scholars, with the requisite teach- 
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ers and other persons necessary in such an insti- 


tution, he then proceeds,— 

There are, however, some restrictions, which I con- 
sidnr it my duiy to prescribe, and to be, amongsi other 
conditions, on which my bequest tor said College is 
made, and to be enjoyed. 

And having given some directions for the ap- 
propriation of any excess of annual income, that 
may accrue after the annual expenses of the in- 


stitution, he adds, 

Secondiy, | enjoin and require that no ecclesiastic, 
missionary, or minister of any sect whatsoever, 
shall ever hold or exercise any station or duly 
whatever in the said college; nor shall any such 
person ever be admitted for any purpose, or as visi- 
tor, within the premises appropriated to the purpo 
ses of saul college.—\in making this restriction, | do 
not mean to cast any reflection upon any sect whatev- 
er; but, as there is such a multitude of sects, and 
such a diversity of opinion amongst them, | desre to 
keep the tender minds of the orphans who are to de- 
rive advantage from this bequest free from the excite- 
ment which clashing doctrines and sectartan contro- 
versy are so apt to produce; my desire is, that the in- 
structers and teachers in the co'lege shall take pains to 
instil into the minds of the scholars, the purest prin- 
ciples of morality, so that on their entrance into ac- 
tive lile they may from inchnation and habit, 
evinee Benevolence towards their fellow creatures, 
and a love of truth, sobriety, and industry, adopting 
at the same time such religious tenets as their matur- 
ed reason may enable them to prefer. 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
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MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE. 


In the Senate, Friday Jan. 6ih. Petitions were 
presented for an act of incorporation, to enclose cer- 
tain tlats in Boston: to extend Boston Pier towards 
the channel. Rev. F. W. P. Greenwood was chosen 
Chaplain of the Senate. A petition for the incorpora- 
tion of an Academy at Egremont was presented. A 
system of joint rules, for the government of both 
Houses, was presented and accepted. 

In Convention. — Messrs. Saltonstall, Bradbury, 
Cross, Johnson, Austin, Weston, Foote, Wyles and 
Smith were elected in Convention of bo.h Houses to 
fill the vacancies in the Senate. 

In the House of Representatives. Petitions from 
several towns were presented tor an alteration of the 
Constitution in the third article of the Bill ot Rights, 
and referred to a special Committee previously ap- 
pointed upon other petitions of the same tenor. Seve- 
ral petitions of a private or local nature were presented. 
and laid on the table. An order of notice passed on 
the petition of S. M. McKay and al. for a Railroad to 
New York State. Rev. Ralph W. Emerson and Rev. 
Howard,Malcom were, on motion, declared chosen 
joint Chaplains of the House, these gentlemen being 
the two candidates who received the highest aumber 
of votes. 

In the Senate, on Saturday. The following 
Standing Committees were nommated by the President 
and confirmed by the Board. 

On the Judiciary,—Messrs. Saltonsta'l, Hoar and 
Hastings. 

On Probate and Chancery,—J. T. Austin, Merrill 
and Loud. 

On Education,—Richardson, Crose and Curtis. 

On Agriculture,—Draper, Johnson and Daggett. 

On Bills in 2d reading,— Merrill, Lincoln, Hastings, 
Coes, Richardson anid Doane. 

On Engroxsed Bills,—RBRrownell, French, Curtis, 
Hawes, Putnam and Smith. 

Joint Standing Committees. 

On Accounts,— Messrs. Hoyt and Biadbury. 

On Roads and Bridges,—Win-hip and Cummings. 

On Roads and Canals,—Lincola and O. Everett. 

On Tow ns,— Wilder and French. 

On Claims, Wells and Foote. 

On the Militia. —Brown and Austio. 

On Parishes —Endicott aad Bullock. 

On Fisheries.— Doane and Ellis, 

On Banks and Banking,— Burnelh and Wy'es. 

On Mercantile Affii s and Insurance,— Pickinan and 
Weston. 

On Pullic Lands, —A. H. Everett and Clark. 

On Manufactures,—Hasting< and Brownell. 

On the Library,—’. H. Everett, Saltunstall and 
J.T. Austin. 

A petition was presented fur the incorporation of a 
Bank at Cherlestown 

In Convention.—Hia Excellency Levi Lincoln and 
His Honor Thomas L. Winthrop, Governor and Lie ut. 
Gove:nor elect, came in and took and subscribed the 

oaths of office. Messrs. Pickman, Putnam, Win-hip, 
‘Loud, Burnell, Hastings, Cummings and Doane of the 
Senate, were chosen Counsellors, but declined accept- 
ing the trust. The Conve:tion then elected as Coun- 
sellors frown the people at large, Messrs. John C. Gray, 
William Ferson, Luke Fiske, Joseph Bowman, Elijah 
Swit, Henry Hubbard, Josiah J. Fiske, Howard Lath- 
rop and Patrick Boies. Edward D. Bangs, Esq. was 
reelected Secretary of State ; and on the second ballot, 
Hezekiah Barnard, Esq. of Nantucket, was elected 
Treasurer of the Commonwealth. 

In the House of Representatives. The petition 
of Joshua Seats and al. praying for a revision and al- 
teration of the License Laws, was presented and refer- 
red to a Committee. Petitions from several towns 
were presented, for an alteration of the Constitution in 
the third article of the Bill of Rights. 

In the Senate, on Monday, Jan. Yth. A commu- 
nication was presented fiom the Adjutant and Acting 
Quaiter Master General, with a statement of the ex- 
penses of his department for the past year. Also a 
communication from E. D. Bangs, Esq. signifying his 
acceptance of tle office of Secretary of the Common- 
wealth. The petition of Lawson Nash and al was 
presented, to be inco:porated for the purpose of con- 
structing a Railroad fiom the fine of Connecticut, at 
Sulisbury, to West Stockbridge, Mass. 

At Il o’clock, the Senate and House of Representa. 
tives assembled in Convention, and several of the gen- 
ilemen elected Counsello:s took and subscribed the 
iequisite oath, The Governor transmitted a Message 
by the Secretary. 

In the House of Representatives. The usual 
Joint and Standing Committees were appointed. A 
Committee was ordered, with instructions to cansider 
the expediency of amending the Constitution, by al- 
tering or expunging the ninth and last articles of 
Amendment, proposed by the Convention of 1826, and 
adopted by the people. The Committee on matters of 
Probate and Chancery were direeted to inquire into 
the expediency of providing by Jaw, for the settlement 
of the esiates of persons who have been sv long absent 
and in parts unknown, as to create a presumption of 
their death. The Amendment of the Constitution 
adopted at the last session and referred to the present, 
was committed to a Comu.ittee of one member from 
each Congressional District. A Committee was ap- 
pointed on che revision and amendment of the License 
Law Petitions were presented for Banks in Brighton 








and Fitchburg, and for the increase of the capital of 
the Andover Bank,—referred to the Committee on 
Banks. The following petitions were also committed, 
—of the Railroad Bank in Lowell,—of H. Davidson 
ani al. for a new Bank at Charlestown,—for Banks in 
Haverhill, Adams and Roxbury,—two different peti- 
tions for Banks in Brighton, and the petition of the 
President &¢. of Gloucester Bank for increase of capi- 
tal. The several petitions for a Railroad to Salem 
were committed to the Committee on Railways, &e- 
The several petitions for a Railroad from the North line 
of Connecticut to West Stockbridge were also com- 
mitted. Sundry other petitions of a private or local 
nature were committed. 

In the Senate, on Tuesday. Petitions present- 
ed,—of Trustees of Groton Ministerial Fund, of Mer- 
chant’s Bank in Boston for increase of capital, of Pro- 
prietors of T Wharf, in Boston, for leave to extend the 
same towards the channel. The Committee appoint: 
ed to examine and settle the accounts of the Treasurer 
to June 30th, 1831, reported that the Treasurer had 
performed his duty and discharged his official obliga- 
tion. Joint Committees were appuinted on the seve- 
ral parts of the Governor’s Message. 

In the House of Representatives. Many private 
petitions were presented, and several petitions from 
differen! towns fora repeal of the third article of the 
Bill of Rights. The Governor's Message was referred 
te different Committees. 

In the Senate, on Wednesday. Various petitions 
for a repeal or modification of the act to enclose Cam: 
bridge Common were taken from the files and referred 
to a Committee which was joined by the House. The 
petition of Geo. Randall and al. for incorporation as the 
New Bedford Marine Railway Co. was taken from the 
files and committed with the accompanying papers to 
the Committee on Mercantile Affairs, &c. 

In the House of Representatives. A great num- 
ber of petitions of individuals and private corporations 
were presented and committed, A bill was reported 
and read twice, for the settlement of the concerns of 
the Newburyport Marine Insurance Co. 

In the Senate, on Thursday. The petition of D. 
Anthony, jt. and al. fora Railor McAdamized Road 
froin the North line of the State to the source of Hoo- 
sick river was taken from the files and committed to 
the Committee on Railways, &e. The Committee on 
the Judiciary were instructed to inqnire into the ex- 
pediency of providing by law for limited copartner- 
ships. The Report of the Committtee on Insolvency, 
Se. was ieferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The petitions of the Hingham and Quincy Turnpike 
Corporation, and of the town of Foxborough, were tak- 
en from the files and committed. The bill ia addition 
to the act to divide the Commonwealth iato districts 
for the choice of Representatives in Congress and pre- 
scribing the mode of election, pasved to be enacted. 

In the House of Representatiwes. A Coinmittee 
Was appointed to take into con-ideration the expedi 
ency of ordering a general vaccination, in the several 
towns in the Commonwealth. The Committee on Fi- 
aance was ordered ‘vo consider the expediency of as- 
sessing wild or unimproved land at two instead of six 
per centum on the value thereof. The House concur- 
ied with the Senate in committing the petitions of the 
Hingham and Quincey Turnpike Corporation aud the 
town of Foxborough. Several private petitions were 
presented, and several petitions for an alteration of the 
third article of the Bill of Rights. 


The Gorernor'’s Message. The length of this doc- 
ument prevents us from insenting it entre in our col 





viens, It preseats a fair statement of the interests of 
the Commoawealth, and recommends various salutary 
measures for adoption, Hira Excellency first: adverts 
to the decennial valuati.a of th: rateable poooaty o 
the Commonwealth, which mu-t at this tune be com 
pleted, and the consequent obligation of apportioning 
the 1epresentation in the first branch of the Legisla 
ture by disticting the State. The important duty ot 
prescibing the mode of choosing electors of President 
and Vice Pre-ident of the United States, is to be per 
fornned by the Legislature, dusing their present session 

It is recommended, that the time for the returns of 
votes for Representatives in Coagress should be mach 
more restricted than at preseat, and reasons as+igned 
for the recommendation. The amendment of the 
State Constitution, in such manner as to effect a reduc 
tion of the number of Representatives, is con<idercd 
important, and deserving peculia attention. The Re- 
poiton the subject of lusolvency and Imprisoument 
for Debt, with a bill for the relief of Insolveat Debtors, 
which was laid before the Legislature at the last ses- 
sion, is considered an interesting subject of legislative 
attention at the present time, The claims of this un- 
fortunate class of citizens 1s 1ecognized, and it is re- 
gretted that no measure of adequate relief has been ap- 
plied to their condition. 

The great improvements at the State Prison are 
mentioned with satisfaction. At the commencement 
of the last year, the number of prisoners was 290 ; this 


| number was reduced to 256 at its close. Commit- 





| ments have sensibly diminished, the demeanor of the 


eunvicts amelionted, and the balance of the annual 
account, which for several preceding years has amount- 
ed to trom $7,000 to $12,000, was by the last exhib- 
it but #477,41. There can be- but little doubt, that 
henceforth the earnings of the Prison will exceed its 
expenses. 

The progress of the Hospital, at Worcester, for the 
Insane, has been as great as the season and the magni 
tude of the work would permit. 

The Map of the State, from actual survey, 1s ina 
course of diligent prosecution. The Geological Sur- 
vey of the Commonwealth is nea ly executed 

Agreeably to a Resolve of the Legislature, a concise 
Manual upon the growth and treatment of the Mulber- 
ry Tree has been compiled and published. 

The interest of the Commonwealth in public lands 
in the State of Maine, is valuable and productive. 
The management of the Land Agent is commended as 
prudent and judicious. The sales from the first day of 
February to the sixth day of December last, amount tu 
*$35.499 68. 

His Exceslency considers that the controversy re- 
specting the Northeastern boundary of the United 
States involves * with the rights of property, consider 
ations wf high political character and moment.”” The 
King of the Netherlands, he says, ** has palpably de- 
parted from the plain terms of the submission, and sub- 
stituted a proposition to a compromise of difficulties, 
for an awatd upon the matter in issue between the 
parties”’ He expresses his confident helief ** that the 
award as an adjudication is void, and can see no con- 
stitutional power in the nation to require an acquies 
cence in it, on the part of the States which wuuld be 
prejudiced by its adoption.” 

** The further allowance of the claims of the State 
upon the General Government, which 1s suspended by 
the extraordinary construction giveu by the lute See- 
retary of War to the Act of Congress providi pg forj’ 
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_ settlement,” His Excellency believes will be recogniz- 


ed by the General Government as due to the rights of 
the State. 

The Resolutions of the Legislature at the last ses- 
sion requesting the Senators and Representatives in 
Congress from this State, to endeavor to procure the 
passage of a law for the more perfect organization of 
the Militia in the several States, has been transmitted 
to the Governors of the othe: States, and taid before 
their reepective Legislatures, and met by similar Re- 
solves and instructions. The present Militia system is 
considered burdensome, but without:aa alteration of 
the law of Congiess respecting enrolments, ‘* State 
legislation mast be unavailing to remove the com- 
plaints which exist.” 

The Expenditures of the State continue to exceed 
the Receipts from the ordinary sources of revenue. 
Within the past year, 


The disbursements have been 
The receipts amount to 


$381,481 68 
325.059 23 


Showing the deficit of income $56,422 45 
This sum will in future be lessened by the alteration 
the Constitution, by which but one annual session of 
the Legislature is required, and by the operation of 
the Statute extending the criminal jurisdiction of the 
C. C. Pleas. The farther extension of the powers of 
this Court is recommended. The accounts of the 
Tieasury are not thus swollen by expendnures for the 
necessary support of Government. Among many in- 
cidental expenses the Governor mentions those incur- 
red for fixing the boundary lines of the State; repairs 
and alterations of the State House; the construction 
of a Penitentiary, and Lunatic Hospital, extensive sur- 
veys, &c. If these have increased the burdens of the 
present day, they will be a rich inheritance to pos- 
terity. 

His Excellency laid before the Legislature Resolu- 
tions of the Legislatures of New Hampshire, Maine, 
and Connecticut relative to the Taiff and Internal Im- 
pruvements; the procuring fa law for the more perfect 
organization of the Militia, the supremacy of the Con- 
stitution of the U §. A. and the independence of the 
Judicial department o. the General Government. Alter 
a few remarks upon these communnications, ia which 
His Excellency speaks with unqualified disappioba- 
tion of the nulification system, the Message closes 
with a few general and very appropriate remarks. 











TWENTY SECOND CONGRESS. 


We find nothing very important in the proceedings 
of either branch of the National Legislatue. The 
Christmas Holydays, as usual, have occupied much of 
the time and attention of the members. 

In the Senate. A Vill to abolish the duty on Indian 
blankets, after conside:able discussion, was referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures, in opposition to the 
wishes of Mr Benton, the mover of the bill. A reso- 
lutinn calling on the Post Master General for informa- 
tion as to the amoant of postage paid on newspapers 
and periodicals, and in his view the expediency of 
abolishing it, was laid on the table. The question of 
allowing the claim: of South Carolina has been far- 
the: discussed, and a motion to reter it to the Commit- 
tee on claims, negatived. 

In the House of Representatives. Resolutions have 
been submitted declaring it expedient to bring ia a 
bill to regulate and declare the appellate jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Court of the U.S. A. in criminal cases 
arising in the State Courts. »The resolutions are sup- 
posed to be intended to ascertain the “Sense of the 
Hou-e upon the doctrines maintained Ly Georgia, rela- 
The Comuattiee of Ways 
ond Mean have reported a bill making appropriations 
fur the naval service for 1832. 


tive to the Supreme Court 





Harvard University. Professor Willard has re- 
signed the Professorship of Hebew and the Oriental 
Languages. Cornelius C. Felton, tutor in Greek, hax 
been nominated College Proressor of Greek. A stated 
semiann tal meeting of the Board of Overseers of Har- 
vad College was held in the Senate Chamber, on 
Th asday last. The reports of the Visiting and Exam- 
ining Committees were read and referred to the Cor- 
poration, They represent the College as in a satislac- 
tory state. The statutes of the Medical Faculty, which 
has been organized in a new form, were referred to a 


Committee Some nominations were communicated 


by the President which lie over for confirmation, 
agieeably to standing rules, A letter from the Rev. 
Di Holmes stated that his connexion with the Board 
had ceased, and thanks were voted fur his long and 
faithful services The Rev. Wm. Jenks, D. D was 
elected to fill the vacancy occasioned by the retie- 
ment of the Rev. Mr Palfrey. A Coimmitiee was ap- 
puinted to nominate Visiting Committees for the ensu- 
ing year; and a Committee to report what alterations 
in the arrangements have been rendered necessary by 
the amendment of the Constitution. 


Stale Prison. In that part of the Governor's Mes- 
save which relates to the State Prison, His Excellency 
mentions the following striking facts. 

The Direc'ors express the opinion, * that crimes of 
an atrocious character are less frequent than was once 
the case; and that the majority of the convicts appear 
io be inferior in intelligence and information to the 
average of any class of our citizens” A most instruc- 
tive result is also produced hy the curious aad critical 
investivations of the Chaplain, into thé characters and 
lives of these miserable men. Of 256 convicts, whom 
his inquiries tespected, he ascertained, that 156 were 
led DY intemperance to the commission of the offences 
tur which they suffer; that 132 of the fiist nen ioned 
number had lived in the habitual negleet and violation 
of the sabbath; 82 were permitted to giow up fiom 
infancy, without any regular employment , 68 had been 
truants to their parents while in their minority; 61 
could not write, and many were wholly unable to read, 
The intemate connexion and association of ignorance 
with vice, of dissoluteness with outrages upon the 
laws, are here distinctly traced, and turnish an impre.- 
sive lesson upoa the importance of knowledze and 
temperance to individual wellare and social erder, 
which should vive a thoulling exctement to the ad- 
vancement of these objects, in the heart of every vir- 
tuous aud pitiotic citizen and magistrate, 


The National Debt. At the commencement of the 
Federal Government, the debt of the United States 
was $75,170,000 The tollowing statement respect- 
iny its increase and diminution is said to be correct. 
During the administration of Washington it was in- 


creased to $81,742,000 
Augmented hy the elder Adains to 82,000.000 
Mr Jefferson 90,353,000 


123,000 000 
115.800 000 
83.783,000 


Mr Madison 
Reduced by is 10 
Mr Munroe 
MrJ.Q. Adams 58,362,009 
It is now but *2.°65,000 


Patents. The number of patents issued fiom the 
Patent Office from Janaary Ist, 1831, to December Ist, 
1831, is tive hundred and forty, and the corresponding 
amount ot fees paid into the Treasury is $16,200 
The current expenses of the Patent Office during the 
same time was $5,950—leaving a balance in favor of 
the sevenue, in eleven months, ef $10.210. From 
the establishment of the Patent Office m 1790 to the 
pre-ent lime the whole number: of pateuts issyed 1s six 
thousand nine hundred apd ejeven. 





To Subscribers in Providence. It any of those 
whose subscription was to commence with the new 
year, have failed to receive the last number, they 
will be supplied by calling on the Agent, Mr George 
Dana. 

Those whose subscriptions commence in January, 
and who preter to avail themselves of the 50 cents de. 
duction for advance payment, will please to pay Mr 
Dana. 





FROM EUROPE. 

We learn butlittle from abroad. In England, Par- 
liament did not convene at the time to which it was 
prorogued The reason assigned for delay is that the 
new Reform Bill, which which will be the first object 
of Parliamentary attention, was not prepared. We 
learn from London papers, that in case the Lords con- 
tinue their opposition to Reform, Resolutions in the 
nature of a Protest have been prepared, which will be 
presented to the King by the House of Commons, asa 
distinct body. 

Treaty with Turkey. The New York Daily Ad- 
vertiser states that a letter received from Co stantino- 
ple, cated Oct. 10th, informs th:t the ratifications of 
the Treaty between the United States and Turkey 
have been exchanged. 














MARRIAGES. 





——— 





In this city, Mr Esek B. Whipple to Miss Frances 
Anu C, Small, 

By Rev. Mr Pierpont, Mr Stephen R. Clapp to Miss 
Rehecca W. Noyes. 

In Hingham, Mr Luther B. Lincoln to Misa Susan 
B. Willard, daughter of Rev. Dr Willard; Mr isaac 
Corthell to Miss Persis Cushing Hersey ; Mr Eleazer 
Ewer to Miss Sarah Sprague; Mr Caleb Bailey to 
Mrs Susan Lincoln, of Boston. 

fa Marblehead, Rev. Nehemiah Adams, of Cam- 
bridge, to Miss Martha Hooper, daughter of the late 
William A. Exq. of Marblehead. 

In Providence, Mr John R. Balch, jr to Miss Eliza- 
beth Collins Lawton, daughter of Josiah L. Esq. 








DEATHS, 








In this city, Mr Joshua Palmer, aged 70; Mrs Nan- 
cy, wife of Mr William Henderson. 42; Mr Henry C, 
Spucr, 22; Mary Williams 41; W liam Lamson, 77 ; 
Hon. Seth Knowles, 43. 

In Charlestown, Capt. Benjamin Rice, formerly of 
this city, aged 71. 

iu Jamaica Plains, Roxbury, Dea. Ezra Davis, 87. 

In South Reading, Mr Oliver Rand, aged 18. 

Jn Glouecster, Miss Susan Biown, aged 19. 

In Notthborough, on the 7th int. Mr Isaae Davis, 
Jun. aged 22 

In West Boylston, on the 6th inst. Reuben Puffer 
Fay, = of Mr John Flavel Fay, late of Northborough, 
aged 23. 





rw ae <7 


THIS DAY Published by GRAY & BOWEN, No. 
141 Washington Street, the 
NOKTH AMERICAN REVIEW, 
NO. LXXIV. 
CONTENTS. 

Art. I. Anderson’s Observations in Greece. Ob- 
servations upon the Peloponnesus and the Greek 
Islands, made in 1829. By Rufus Anderson, one of 
the Secretaries of the American Board of Co:muinission- 
ers for Foreign Missions. 

Ait. Il. Reform in England. The Debate ia the 
House of Commons va the Reform Bill, 

Art. I[l. Defence of Poetry. The Defence of 
Poesy by Sir Philip Sidney. Republished in the Lib- 
rary of the Old Enghsh Prose Writers. 

Ant. IV.  Silluran’s Chemistry. Elements of 
Chemistry in the order of the Lectures given in Yale 
College. By Benjamin Silliman, Professor of Chem- 
istry, Pharmacy, Mineralogy. and Geology. 

Art V. Crocker’s Boswell, The Life of Sanruel 
Johnson, LL. D.  lneluding a Journai of a Tour to 
the Eebrides. By James Boxwell, Esq. A New 
Edition With numerous Additions and Notes. By 
Joho Wilson Crocker, LL.D. F. RK. S 

Art. Vi. Griffia’s Rewains. Remains of the Rev. 
E‘muad D. G iffia. Compiled by Francis G itfin. 
With a Biog aphical Memoir of the Deceased, by the 
Rev. John McVicar, Professor of Moral Philosophy, 
&c. in Columbia College. 

Art. VIL. Mary Queen of Seots. The Life of 
Mary Queen ol Scots. By Henry Glasford Bell, Esq. 
Family Library, Vole. XX. and XXIL. 

Art. VIII. 1, Address to the People of the United 
States, by a Convention of Delegates from several 
Parts of the Union, assembled at Philadelphia. 1831. 
2 Address of the Friends of Domestic Industry, as- 
sembled in Convention at New York, October 31, 
1831, to the People of the United States. Baltimore. 
1831. 3. A Letter to Colonel William Drayton. of 
South Carolina, in assertion of the Consiitutional Pow- 
er of Congress to inpose Protecting Duties. By 
Gulian C. Verplanck, one of the Representatives in 
Congress from the State of New York. New York. 
I83t, 4. Address Delivered before the American 
Institute of the City of New York, at their Fourth 
Annual Fair, October 14, 1831. By Edward Evereu. 
New York. 1831. 

Art. IX. Popular Superstitions. Lectures on 
Witcheralt, compitsing a History of the Detasion in 
Salem in 1692. By Charles W. Upham, Junior Pas- 
tor of the First Chureh in Salem. An Essay on De- 
monology, Ghosts and Apparitions, and Popular Su- 
perstitions. Also, an Account of the Witcheraft De- 
lusion at Salein ia 1692. By James Thacher, M. D. 
A. as GS. 

Art. X. Effects of Machinery. The Working 
Man’s Companion, No. 1. The Results of Machine- 
ry, being an Address to the Working Men of the Unit- 
ed Kinzdom. “ 

Ant. XI. Military Academy. Reports of the 
Boards of Visitors of the Military Academy at West 
Point, in June, 1830, and June, 1831. 

Ait. XU. Encyclopaedia Ameiicana. Encyclope- 
dia Amer cana. A Popular Dictionary of A:ts, Scien- 
ces, Literature, History, Politics and Biography ; 
brought duwn to the present time; including a copi- 








ous Collection of original Articles in American Bioge - 


raphy; on the basis of the seveuth Edition of the 
German Conversstians Lexicon. Edited by | Francis 
Lieber, assisted by E. Wigylesworth and T. G. 
bradford. Jan. 1. 





POPULAR READING BOOXS, 
HE Young Reader, to go wih the Speliing Book— 
} The lotreduction oo the National Reader. tor 3d 
classes— fhe National Reaver, and the Ameriean First 
Class Kook 
These four works, compiled by the Rev. Join Pierpent, 
compose a series Which ts undoubtedly more surtabletor he 
purposes for which they were ‘designed, than any previous 
publications; and they are more popular among those who 
have the direction of education thera any ever published in 
this country, Wiless Maurcay’s be excepted. “There is aces 
ciulec advantage in possessir, sets ol elementary books by 
the same author, who has pursued a similar plan with each, 
rising step by step, and who it is to be presumed would be 
heuer able to preserve the proper grarlation of style and 
matier than several vifferent idividuals would. ‘This will 
be found to be the case in the present series—and no mat- 
ter, which appears mn one, ts iuserted tn either of the others, 
so that the fea compilations may be aud are inteuded to be 
used in different classes in the same school, without compel- 
ling those in the lower classes to anticipate the labors or 
pleasures of the higher, or requiring them, on being advanc- 
ed to ahigher, to read over and over again pieces with 
which they have become famihar in a lower class. as is fre. 
quently the case where works by differeut authors are ue 
sed, 
Extrects from the records of the Schoo! Committee of Buston. 
National teader.—A' « mecting of the School Committee of 
the city of Bo-ton, holdem atthe Mayor and Aldermen’s Room 
July 24, 182 --Voted. That ‘Pierpout’s National Reader? ra 
matreduced inte the pu lic grammar schools in this city, in liea 
of Murray’s Engli-h Reader * T. W. PHILLIPS, 
. Secretary of the Schowl Committee, 
_ At rimeeting of the School Commitier, held July 18th, 1828, 
it was Cralered, That the Americun First Class Book be hereuf- 
ter ued 1ths pubic reading schools instead of Scotts Lese 
fous. Atiest : WM. WELLS, Secretary. 
Pr At alate meeting of the School Commitiee it was also 
voted to irecuce the lutroduction to the National Reader ine 
° “ _ pubbc echvuals of Bostoa,io place of Murray's Tatro- 
uy . S 
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TO PARENTS AND INSTRUCTERS. 
MARSH, CAPEN & LYON have just published a 


work —entitled, 

** Strictures on Education ; designed for the bene- 
fit of Parents and Instructers.”” By a Lavy. 
** Whoever has the regulation of the associations of 
another fiom early infancy, is, to a great degree, the 
arbiter of his happiness or misery.” 

Price 25 cents, neatly bound. 

Dec. 10, 4t. 





HOSPITAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


NON TINUE to make Insurance on Lives, tu grant an- 


nuities and endowmenton lives ,aud to receive prop- 

trty intyvs or and during the lives of any person of 
aerzsas. Lhe following will shew, insome measure, the 
aatore of those coutracts, and the terms upon which they 
may beexecuted. Amore particular account may be had 
9y application attheirottice, No. 50, State-street, Boston 
/usurance on Lives. A person by paying for an in- 
surance on his life about 48 doilars,if he is 21 years of 
age—6U dollars, if he is 35 years of age—or 77 doilars, if 
lie 16 45 years, may secure the payment of 3000 dollars, if 
he should die in the course of the year. A greater or less 
sum may be insured at the same rates. By an insurance 


“of this kind, a person who maintains his family by his la- 


bor or professional duties, by the application of a small 
part of his earnings, may make provision for his family at 
his decease. A creditor, whose prospects of paymentde- 
goade upon the life of his debtor, may thus secure his 

ebt,if the debtor should die in the course of the year, 
and a person who has a life right in an estate, may secure 
the income for any number of years by an insurance for 
thattime, ‘I'he greatest sum taken on any one life is 
3000 dollars the rates varying according to the age of the 
person. 

<. Annuities on Lives. By these contracts,a person 
somewhat advanced in age, with asmail property, may 
make a more comfortable provisionforhimself,vyinvesting 
bis Capital in a life annuity. Tus an annual income of 
ibout 250 dollars, may be purchased by the payment of 
2675 dollars, ifthe applicant is G0 years of age—2275 dol- 
lars, if 66 years of age—1875 dollars. if 75 years of age; 
the rates varying withthe age ofthe applicant. Annuities 
of this kind are issued for any sums, however small, and 
the payments are made yearly. With a smalladditional 
oe payment may be made half-yearly, or quarte- 
yearlv. 

J. &ndowment on a life. By this contract,the com 
pany will engageto pay 1000 dollars at the time a person 
shail attain the age uf 21 years, provided he shaliso long 
live, upon being paid, at the time of purchase, the {ellow- 
ing rates, viz.: 265 dollars at the time of his birth—326 
dollars when one year ot age—369 when two years of age 
—410 dollare when three years of age, and so on, the sum 
increasing with theage. ‘The contract might be varied 
30 as tu havethe company make the payment at the age 
of 18 vears, or at any other time. 

Deposits of Property in Trust. Any sum not less than 


500 dollars, is received by the company, in trust for any 
life or lives, andis putatinterest, orinvested with ail 
the other property in their possession. Every year, on 
the 3lst of December, an estimate is made of the average 
rate of interest obtamed on all the property thus loaned 
during the year,noticing accurately the amount, and times. 


From this rate 5U cents is deducted, and the remainder ie 


the rate of interest allowed to ali the depositors in trust, 
so that if the average rate of interest obtained was 54 per 
cent the depositors would be paid5 percent. it may be 
ubserved that the depositors have no concern in the profit 
or joss of the company in any branch of their business 
except as luaners of money: neither do the depositors 


pry any part of the salaries of the officers,or the ofice 
rout, isut the whole property in possession of the com 

pany, either of their own or of the depositors, has to bear 
any loss that may arise from bad debts, or from any un. 


usual expences in collecting the interest. On the other 


hand, the owners of the whole property have the prolits 


that may accrue from the increased value of any of the 
stock in which the investment is made. The payments 


of interest are made annually on the Ist of January. By 


giving a snail bonus, the con:pany wili make the payments 
half-yearly or quarter-yearly. ‘These cuntracts may con- 
tain a provision that the sums thus deposited may be 
withdrawn atintervals ol five years, if the depositor wishes 
it. ‘he principal and interest due at the death of the an- 
iuitant, is to be paid in GU days after his decease. There 
are three dilferentinstrumenteissued by the company fo 

these trusts.viz; 


#. An Endowment in Trust. By this contract the 


Company engage to take property in trustto accumulate 
at compoundinterest, at the rate above mentioned, fo) the 
number of years mentioned in the instrument, ifthe pir 
should live so long. As, for example, to takethe depos: 
for a minor dill he shail attain the age of 21 yeurs, orshal 
be married. Atthe end of every year the interest wh.ch 
nas accrued that year 1s to be added to the principal, and 
the sum is to constitute the new capital which is to draw 
intereston the following year. {the party should die be- 
fore the time mentioned in the instrument expires, the 
principal aud interestis to be paidin GU days to his exec- 
utororaduduistrator, orto any person legally authorized 
tu receive the same. 


5. dAnautly in Trust. By this instrument the com 


pany engages Lo pay the interest annually to the party on 
the urstoft January. The payments may also be mad 

halt-yearly or quarter-yearly, on the first day of January 
Aprit,July and October, by giving the company a smal 
bonus for making these payments, Upon the death of the 
annuitant, the principal and interest is to be paid to his 
executor oradministrator, orto any person legally author- 
ised to receive it. 


G. Deferred Annuity in Trust. By this instrument 
ue Company engage to add the interest to the principal 


fora number of years. like an endowment in trust, and 
thus form a new capital, the interest of which is after. 
wards to be paid tothe party as an annuity Intrust. Thus 
a parent may deposit for adaughter when young, a sum to 
accumulate till she shall attain the age of 21 yeane, or 
shal}be married, after which the interest isto be paid her 
annuallyas above ; and in 60 days after her death, at what- 
evertime it may happen, the principal and interest due, 
to be paid to herexecutor or administrator, or to any other 
personiegally authorized to 1eceive it. 


Persots who have property under their care,as trustees 


guardians , or treasurers of charitable societies, may make 
deposits in either of these forms of trust, Lo continue dur- 
ing their own lives, with the right of withdrawal) at inter. 
vals of five years ; the payments of principal and interest 
being made to the said trustees, guardians ortreasurers 

or to their successors in guid offices. ' 


The company wil] loan money on mortgage of real es- 


tate,or on Collateral security of bank stock of the United 
States. or ofthe banks ofthis State, or stocks ofthe Unit. 
d States or of this State, : 

wi ly] 


NATHANIEL BOWDITCH, Actuary 
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[From the London Amulet, for 1832.) 
THE CHILD OF EARTH. 





BY HON. MRS. NORTON. 
Fainter her slow steps fall from day to day, 
Death’s hand 1s heavy on her darkening brow ; 
Yet doth she fondly cling to earth, and say, 
“J am content to die—but, oh! not now 1 
Not while the blossoms of the joyous spring 
Make the warm air such luxury to breathe— 
Not while the birds such lays of gladness sing— 
Not while the bright flowers around my fuvot- 
steps wreathe. 
Spare me, great God! lift up my drooping brow— 
I am content to die—but, oh! not now!” 


The spring hath ripened into summer time ; 
The season’s viewless boundary is past ; 
The glorious sun hath reached his burning prime ; 
Oh! must this glimpse of beauty be the last ? 
“ Let me not perish while o’er land and sea, 
With silent steps, the Lord of light moves on ; 
Nor while the murmur of the mountain bee 
Greets my dul! ear with mnsic in its tone! 
Pale sickness dims my eye and clouds my brow— 
I am content to die !—but, oh! not now!” 


Summer is gone; and autumn’s soberer hues 
Tint the ripe fruits, and gild the waving corn ;— 

The huntsman swift the flying game pursues, 
Shouts the halloo! and winds his eager horn. 

“ Spare me awhile, to wander forth and gaze 
On the broad meadows and the quiet stream, 

To watch in silence while the evening rays 
Slant through the fading trees with ruddy 

gleam! 
Cooler the breezes play around my brow— 
I am content to die—but, oh! not now !” 


The bleak wind whistles ; snow-showers far and 
near 
Drift without echo to the whitening ground ; 
Autumn hath passed away, and, cold and drear, 
Winter stalks on with frozen mantle bound : 
Yet still that prayer ascends. “Oh! laughingly 
My little brothers round the warm hearth crowd, 
Our home-fire blazes broad, and bright and high, 
And the roof rings with voices light and loud : 
Spare me awhile! raise up my drooping brow! 
T am content to die—but, oh! not now!” 


The spring is come again—the joyful spring ! 
Again the banks with clustered flowers are 
spread : 
The wild bird dips upon its wanton wing :— 
The child of earth is numbered with the dead ! 
Then never more the sunsnine shall awake, 
Beaming all redly through the lattice-pane ; 
The steps of friends thy slumbers may not break, 
Nor fond familiar voice arouse again! 
Death’s silent shadow veils thy darkened brow— 
Why did’st thou linger ?—thou art happier now! 


[From the Churchman.] 
THY WILL BE DONE. 


If thou should’st bow my head with grief, 
Be thou my refuge, O! my God; 
Teach me in Thee to seek relief, 
When sorrow shall my days o’ercloud ; 
The heart that bleeds thou wilt not break, 
The heart that mourns its day-star gone ; 
Thou gav'st, and thou can’st algo take ; 
O! may I say—* Thy will be done !” 


If I have loved this earth too well, 
My thoughts from thee and heaven have wean’d, 
And made me here content to dwell, 
And on an earthly love have lean’d; 
Cause me to feel how frail the stay, 
When earthly hopes and joys are flown ; 
And chast’ning, teach a child of clay, 
Meekly to say—* Thy will be done!” 


O! thou wlo cam’st each wo to heal, 
And those of contrite heart to save, 
T’o thee ascend my soul’s appeal! 
That I may such submission have, 
As, when this troubled life shall close, 
And all the griefs I’ve ever known ; 
When death shall come to give repose, 
E’en then to say—*“ Thy will be done!” 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


ELOQUENCE OF DEAN KIRWAN, 


This celebrated preacher has been called the 
greatest pulpit orator, that has appeared since the 
days of Massillon. He was a dignitary of the 
Episcopal Irish establishment, and resided chiefly 
in Dublin. Here his eloquence attracted eager 
and admiring crowds. On the day, when he 
preached, every avenue used to be crowded long 
before he entered the pulpit. He reserved him- 
self almost exclusively for charity sermons, which 
from good policy, were rare ; and when the object 
deeply engaged his own feelings—and he seldom 
exerted his eloquence for any that did not—his 
tone and manner, not less than the sentiments he 
uttered, are said to have been singularly impressive 
and commanding. In pleading the cause of the 
wretched “he spoke,” says one of his auditors, 
“ with the tongue of inspiration.” Frequent were 
the instances of his hearers emptying their purses 
and borrowing more from those who sat next to 
them for the purpose of enlarging their donation. 
A single discourse has frequently been followed 
by a collection of one thousand pounds; and 
though Kirwan’s whole ministry was short, for he 
labored under a weakness of constitution, which 
brought him to his grave in the prime of life, and in 
the fulness of his powers, it is said that he raised 
sixty thousand pounds, or nearly three hundred 
thousand dollars, by the influence of his sermons 
alone. Grattan, his fellow countryman, who shared 
with him in his admirable gifts of eloquence, said 
of him “ thatin feeding the lamp of charity, he had 
exhausted the lamp of ,ife.” 

It is added, that the family of this bountiful 
patron of the poor and fnendless were left at his 
death in very restricted circumstances, so that 





the motto “ Non sibi, sed aliis,” most justly be- 
longed to him. His sermons, being chiefly ex- 
temporaneous, were never published. The fol- 
lowing are among some extracts taken in short- 
hand from his lips. 


Want of Humanity.—‘ The individual, 
whose life is dedicated to a constani warfare 
with his passions, whose life is a scene of 
temperance, sobriety, assiduous prayer, and 
unremitting attendance on divine worship, 
such an individual is certainly entitled to all 
the merit justly due to such Christian works ; 
but, my friends, if, under so fair and plausi- 
ble a surface, there be a dark and frightful 
void ; if, under the shew of virtue, the stream 
of sensibility does not flow ; if such a charac- 
ter, pure and evangelical as it may appear, 
has never been marked by one solitary act of 
humanity, by any instance of that brotherly 
affection and mutual love which hourly breaks 
out into offices of mercy and useful benefi- 
cence, who will hesitate to avow that so spe- 
cious an exterior is a mockery on true virtue, 
an imposition on the good sense of the world, 
and an insult on the life of Christ aud the 
morality of his gospel? Who will hesitate to 
admit that such a man may be aptly compar- 
ed to a mountain remarkable for sterility and 
elevation, which encumbers the earth with 
its pressure, while it chills all around with 
its shade?” 


Liberality.— Liberality is one of the most: 


amiable features of the human mind; a sa- 
cred tie which unites all jarring systems, pro- 
motes mutual affection, and among men in- 
spires respect for the honest intentions and 
well meaning opinions of all mankind ; fer- 
vently wishes, but perhaps feels the impossi- 
bility, to unite all modes of religion upon one 
broad and rational basis. ‘True liberality is 
more ; it is expanded as the earth, stimulates 
the bosom to promiscuous benevolence, urges 
it to feel and to relieve the distresses of Turk 
or Jew, as readily and with as much warmth 
as those of the indigent who raise their hands 
within those walls; it wafts the mind over 
the waste of oceans into distant hemispheres, 
to let fall a tear at the couch of the afflicted 
infidel, as well as at the bed of a sufferer of 
our own communion: these are the opera- 
tions of this beautiful and angelic virtue, and 
are the pride and glory of every great soul. 
Thank God that in the age and land we live, 
religion is at length becoming free and natu- 
ral, and that all zealous contentions about 
particular systems are now clearly discovered 
to be unfriendly to the true interests of the 
community, as well as the peace and happi- 
ness of the world. ‘Thank God! the day is 
rapidly advancing (and it is a day we should 
all look forward to with rapture and delight) 
when every citizen may think as he pleases 
upon subjects of religion, and quietly offer 
sacrifice in whatever temple his inclination 
and opinions point to :—the day, and I will 
ca!l it the glorious day, when all religious so- 
cieties, all ranks and degrees of men, will be 
connected together by one common and en- 
dearing tie of Christian benevolence and love; 
when the rancor of parties will cease, the 
altars of uncharitableness cease to smoke; 
the illiberal, narrow and sophisticated reason- 
ings of bigotry be drowned in the vast and 
public cry of an enlarged philanthropy ; the 
hoary and venerable tyrant, superstition, 
plucked from his throne ; when the frivolous 
and ridiculous contest about primogeniture 
will be no more, and the God of benevolence, 
of humanity, of mutual forbearance and ar- 
dent charity, appear in the threshold of every 
sanctuary, and obtain an undisputed empire 
in every heart. ‘Thank God! that day is ad- 
vancing—I know it. I fee] it, I can assert 
it, a period devoutly to be wished for; and, 
perhaps, the first opening since the Christian 
era of human happiness. If there is yet 
some prejudice, it isgiving way ; it must give 
way to liberal inquiry ; it must retreat to the 
dark uncultivated corners of the earth, and 
of course perish where it cannot grow; the 
tears of a few fanatics may accompany its 
fall, but I believe that every man who wishes 
to see the glorious restoration of reason, its 
dignity unfettered, and the dominion of real 
vital religion established; every man who 
has at heart the enlargement of human na- 
ture, and wishes to see the peace of society 
established upon a secure and permanent ba- 
sis, will joyfully sing its requiem, and man- 
fully exert himself to oppose its second ap- 
pearance in the world !” 





MR WIRT ON INTEMPERANCE, 


A General Meeting of the Temperance Socie- 
ties in Baltimore was held last month. Hon. 
William Wirt was expected to speak, and the 
house was crowded at an early hour. Mr Wirt 
was prevented from appearing by sudden and 
severe indisposition, but addressed the ‘following 
letter tothe meeting, giving the reason of his 
absence. 


Baltumore, Wednesday morning, Dec. 14th 1831. 
To Rev. Wm. Nevers. 

My Dear Sir,—I had hoped that I was 
about to escape the prevailing influenza, but 
I find my health so much impaired by it this 
morning, that it will not be in my power to 
attend the Temperance meeting this evening, 
as | proposed to have done. In this and in 
all things, 

‘* His will be done, 
His holy will howe’er it cross my own.” 
I should have been glad to have been permit- 
ted to bear my humble testimony in the 
cause of Temperance. I have been for 
more than forty years a close observer of life 
and manners, in various parts of the United 
States, and I know not the evil that will 
bear a moment’s comparison with intemper- 
ance. It is no exaggeration to say, as has 
often been said, that this single cause has 
produced more vice, crime, poverty, and 
wretchedness in every form, domestic and 
social, than all the other ills that scourge us 
combined. In truth, it is scarcely possible 





to meet with misery in any shape, in this 





country, which will not be found on examin- 
ation to have proceeded directly or indirect- 
ly from the excessive use of ardent spirits. 
Want is one of its immediate consequences. 
The sad spectacle of starving and destitute 
families, and of ignorant, half-naked, vicious 
children, ought never to be presented in a 
country like this, where the demand for labor 
is constant, the field unlimited, the sources 
of supply inexhaustible, and where there is 
none to make us afraid ; and it never would 
be presented, or very rarely indeed, were it 
not for the desolation brought upon families 
by the general use of this deadly poison. It 
paralyses the arm, the brain, and the heart. 
All the best aflections, all the energies of the 
mind, wither under its influence. The man 
becomes a maniac, and is locked up in a 
hospital, or imbrues his hauds in the blood of 
his wife and children, and is sent to the al- 
lows, or doomed to the Penitentiary, or, if he 
escapes these consequences, he becomes a 
walking pestilence on the earth, miserable 
in himself and loathsome to all who behold 
him. How often do we see too whole fami- 
lies contaminated by the vicious example of 
the parent—husbands, wives, daughters, and 
sons all drunkards and furies; sometimes 
wives murdering their husbands, at others 
husbands their wives, and worst of all, if 
worse can be in sucha group of horrors, 
children murdering their parents! But below 
this grade of crime, how much is there of 
unseen and untold misery throughout our 
otherwise happy land, proceeding from this 
fatal cause alone. Iam persuaded that if 
we could have a statistical survey and report 
of the affairs of unhappy families and indi- 
viduals, with the causes of their misery an- 
nexed, we should find nine cases out of ten, 
if not in still greater proportion, resulting 
from the use of ardent spirits alone. 

With this conviction, which seems to have 
become universal among reflecting men, the 
apathy shown to the continuance of the evil 
can only be ascribed to the circumstance, 
that the mischief though verbally admitted 
is not seen and felt in all its enormity. If 
some fatal plague, of a contagious character, 
were imported into our country and had com- 
menced its ravages in our cities, we should 
see the most prompt and vigorous measures 
at once adopted to repress and extinguish it ; 
but what are the most fearful plagues that 
ever carried death and havoc in their train 
through the Eastern countries, compared 
with this? They are only occasional, this is 
perenial. They are confined by climate or 
place; this malady is of all climates and all 
times and places. They kill the body at 
once, this consumes both body and soul by a 
lingering and dreadful death, involving the 
dearest connexions in the vortex of ruin. 
What parent, however exemplary himself, 
can ever feel that his son is safe while this 
living fountain of poison is within his reach? 
God grant that it may soon become a foun- 
tain sealed, in our country at Jeast. Whata 
relief, what a delightful relief would it be to 
turn from the awful and horrid past, to the 
pure, peaceful and happy future! to see the 
springs of life, and feeling, and intelligence 
renewed on every hand: health, industry and 
prosperity glowing around us; the altars of 
domestic peace and Jove rekindled in every 
family ; and the religion of the Saviour pre- 
sented with a fair field for its celestial action. 

The progress already made by our Tem- 
perance Societies in advancing this golden 
age, proves them to be of divine origin. May 
the Almighty crown his own work with full 
and speedy success. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Respectfully and truly yours, 
Wa. Wirt. 





MR FULTON’S FIRST EXPERIMENT WITH THE 
STEAMBOAT. 


The reputation of an inventor often depends 
upon the first experimental essay of his invention. 
If successful, he is applauded as a genius, and 
distinction and wealth attend the acclamation of 
his admirers. If by oversight or negligence a 
wheel or a pin be missing, the invention is thrown 
aside and the inventor often shares its fate. It 
has been said that Fulton’s death was hastened 
by the anxiety and excitement occasioned by the 
first operations of his boats. Fulton needed more 
fortitude to endure the sneers and ridicule which 
every disappointment brought upon him. Had 
he lived but a few years longer, he could hardly 
have sustained the delight he must have experi- 
enced in realizing his most sanguine expectations, 
and seeing his most distant prophecy fulfilled. 
The following interesting description of Fulton's 
first experiment is from the penof Judge Story, , 
and will probably be new to many of our readers. 
It has been published inthe Boston Library of 


| Useful Knowledge. 


I myself have heard the the illusrious in- 
ventor relate, in an animated and affecting 
manner, the history of his labors and dis- 
couragements. ‘“ When,” said he, “I was 
building my first steamboat at New York, 
the project was viewed by the public either 
with indifference, or with contempt as a 
visionary scheme. My friends, indeed, were 
civil, but they were shy. They listened with 
patience to my explanations, but with a set- 
tled cast of incredulity on their countenances. 
I felt the full force of the lamentation of the 
poet, 

Truths would you teach, to save a sinking land, 

All shun, none aid you, and few understand. 

As I had occasion to pass daily to and 
from the building yard, while my boat was 
in progress, I have often loitered unknown 
near the idle groups of strangers, gathering 
in little circles, and heard various inquiries 
as to the object of this new vehicle. The 
language was uniformly that of scorn, sneer, 
or ridicule. ‘The Joud laugh rose at my ex- 
pense—the wise calculation of losses and ex- 
penditures ; the dull and endless repetition of 
‘the Fulton folly.’ Never dic a single en- 
couraging remark, » bright hope, or a warm 
wish, cross my path. Silence itself was but 





politeness, veiling its doubts, or hiding its 
reproaches. At length the day arrived when 
the experiment was to be got into operation. 
To. me it was a most trying and interesting 
occasion. I invited many friends to go on 
board to witness the first successful trip. 
Many of them did me the favor to attend, as 
a matter of personal respect; but it was 
manifest, they did it with}reluctance, fearing 
to be the partners in my mortification, and 
not of my triumph. I was well aware, that 
in my case there were many reasons to doubt 
of my own success.. ‘The machinery was 
new and ill made , and many parts of it were 
constructed by mechanics unacquainted with 
such work ; and unexpected difficulties might 
reasonably be presumed to present them- 
selves from other causes. ‘he moment ar- 
rived, in which the word was given for the 
vessel to move. My friends were in groups 
on the deck. There was anxiety mixed with 
fear among them. They were silent, sad 
and weary. I read in their looks nothing 
but disaster, and almost repented my efforts. 
The signal was given, and the boat moved 
on a short distance, and then stopped, and 
became immoveable. ‘To the silence of the 
preceding moment now succeeded murmurs 
of discontent, and agitations, and whispers, 
and shrugs. I could hear distinctly repeated, 
**T told you it was so; it is a foolish scheme, 
I wish we were well out of it.” I elevated 
myself upon a platform, and addressed the 
assembly. 1 stated that I knew not what 
was the matter; but if they would be quiet, 
and indulge me for half an hour, I would 
either go on or abandon the voyage for that 
time. This short respite was conceded 
without objection.—I went below and exam- 
ined the machinery, and discovered that the 
cause was a slight maladjustment of some of 
the work. In a short period it was obviated, 
and the boat was again in motion. She con- 
tinued to move. All! were still incredulous ; 
none seemed willing to trust the evidence of 
their own senses. We left the fair city of 
New York, and passed through the romantic 
and ever varying scenery of the highlands ; 
we descried the clustering houses of Albany ; 
we reached its shores; and then, even then, 
when all seemed achieved, I was the victim 
of disappointment. Imagination had super- 
seded the influence of fact, and it was then 
doubted whether it could be done again, or 
if done, it was doubted if it could be made 
of any great value.” 

Such was the history of the first experi- 
ment, as it fell, not in the very language 
which I have used, but in its substance, from 
the lips of the inventor. 

He did not live indeed to enjoy the full 
glory of his invention. It is mournful to say, 
that attempts were made to rob him, in the 
first place of the merits of his invention, and 
next of its fruits. He fell a victim to his ef- 
forts to preserve his title to both. When al- 
ready his invention had covered the waters of 
the Hudson, he seemed little satisfied with 
the results, and looked forward to more ex- 
tensive operations. ‘‘ My ultimate triumph,” 
he used to say, ‘‘ will be on the Mississippi. 
I know indeed, that even now it is deemed 
impossible by many, that the difficulties of its 
navigation can be overcome. But I am cou- 
fident of success. I may not live to gee it; 
but the Mississippi will be yet covered with 
steamboats ; and thus an entire change will 
be wrought in the course of the internal 
navigation and commerce of our country.” 

And it has been wrought. And the steam- 
boat, looking to its effects on commerce and 
navigation, to the combined influences of fa- 
cilities ef travelling and facilities of trade, of 
rapid circulation of news, and still more rapid 
circulation of pleasures and products, seems 
destined to be numbered among the noblest 
benefactions of the human race. 
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE. 


The subjoined register of the Thermometer, 
kept at Salem, during the past cold month of De- 
cember, will gratify many of our readers. The 
Salem Gazette, from which we copy it, says that 
its accuracy may be depended on. 
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1 i9 p. | 22 p. 11 p. 
2 8 p. 19 p. 11 p. 
3 13 p. 17 p. 17 p. 
A 17 p. 33 p. 15 p. 
5 19 p. 23 p. 15 p. 
6 8 p. 24 p. 14 p. 
7 8 p. 27 p- 14 p. 
8 4 p. 24 p.- 11 p. 
9 18 p. 31 Pp. 15 p. 
10 4 p. 26 p. 5 p. 
il 1 p. 34 p. Q7 p. 
12 16 p. -23 p. 0 
13 8 p. 17 p. 6 p. 
14 7 p. 20 p. 12 p. 
15 11 p. 18 p. 2 p. 
16 6 p. 23 p. 26 p. 
17 24 p. 25 p. 9 p. 
18 m. 2 11 p. 4 p. 
19 11 p. 23 p. 10 p. 
20 11 p. 24 p. 22 p. 
Q1 23 p. 32 p- 19 p. 
22 2 p. 3 p. m. 4 
23 0 18 p. 9 p. 
24 30 p. 38 p. 33 p. 
25 28 p. 31 p. 19 p. 
26 17 p. 22 p. 12 p. 
Q7 18 p. 24 p. 10 p. 
28 7 p. 26 p. 22 p. 
29 22 p. Q7 p. 23 p. 
30 17 p. 20 p. 8 p. 
31 | m,10 23 p. 28 p. 
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Average for the Month, 16 3 


The figures marked p. or plus, are above 
zero ; those marked m. or minus, are below 
zero. 


—— 
ANECDOTE. 

Sir James Mackintosh, when at Paris, 
paid a visit to the Deaf and Dumb instity. 
tion there.—The Abbe Sicard introduced 
several of his pupils to him, to one of whom, 
Massien, at Sir James’s request, the following 
question was submitted :—‘‘ Doth God rea. 
son ?’’—Massien on seeing the question writ- 
ten, at first appeared perplexed ; but soon 
after returned this decisive and logical solu- 
tion :—“* God sees every thing! God fore- 
sees everything! God knows everything! 
To reason is to doubt, to hesitate, to inquire, 
the highest attribute of a limited intelli- 
gence ; God, therefore, doth not reason.’ 
The Abbe, when at Brighton, a short time 
since, with Massien, was met at the Custom 
House by a Gentleman acquainted with the 
anecdote above related, and who begged of 
him again to propound the same question to 
his pupil, which he politely did, and the an- 
swer returned was :—‘‘ Men reason, but in 
order to find truth. God, who knows trath, 
is not in want of reason; and does not 
reason.” 








YOUNG LADIES’ CLASS BOOK. 

Just published by LINCOLN & EDMANDS, the 
3d edition of the ** Young Ladies’ Class Book,” an 
elevated selection of Lessons in Reading, by Esenr- 
ER BAILEY, Principal of the Young Ladies’ High 
School, Boston. ‘he peculiar talents, correct taste, 
and long experience in public instruction, possessed 
by Mr Bailey, excited high expectation in relation to 
the Young Ladies’ Class Book ; but every anticipation 
has been more then realized in its execution. It is 
undoubtedly one of the most elegant and appropriate 
works, ever presented to Schools, and is printed in a 
most beautiful style, in correspondence with its mer- 
its. All Female Seminaries will be gratified and ben- 
ae by availing themselves of the work. $10 doz. 

ec, 31. 


PERRYAN INKPOWDER. 
LINCOLN & EDMANDS, 59 Washington Street, 
have fur sale a number of packages of Perryan Ink- 
powder, which possesses the most agreeable, and ex- 
cellent qualities. It is notonly adapted to write with 
the Pe:ryan Pens, but will be found very superior for 
use with any pen. Dec. 31. 








WORDS OF TRUTH. 

Just published and for sale by L. C. BOWLES, 
and B. H. GREENE, 124 Washington Street, “A 
Collection of Sto:ies and Essays, by the Author of the 
* Well-Spent Hour,’ &c. 

Words of truth and words of love, 
Of things below and things above. 
Dec. 31. 


TO PARENTS AND INSTRUCTERS. 


MARSH, CAPEN & LYON have just published a 
work—entitled, 

“ Strictures on Education ; designed for the bene- 
fit of Parents and Instructers.” By a Lavy. 
** Whoever has the regulation of the associations of 
another from early infancy, is, to a great degree, the 
arbiter of nis happiness or misery.”’ 

Price 25 cents, neatly bound. 

Dec. 10. At. 








CHAPEL LITURGY. 

Just published by CARTER & HENDEE, “A 
Liturgy for the use of the Church at Kings Chapel in 
Boston ; collected principally from the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. Fourth Edition; with Family Prayers 
and Services, and a collection of Hymns for domestic 
and private use. By F. W. P. GreeEnwoop.” 

Dec. 17. 3i. 











MR FARR’S PUBLICATIONS. 


Just published at the Office of the Curistran Rea- 
IsTER, “* Religious Curiosity ; or The Great Concern. 
A Sermon delivered in Gardner, Mass., the Sunday 
Afternoon after there had been a ‘ Protracted Meeting ” 
in thattown. By JonaTuan Farr.” 

For Sle also the following Publications by the 
same Author. 

A Serious and Friendly Address to the 
Avxious Inquirer. pp. 18. Price 2 cts. 

A Pastoral Letter, by a Unitarian Min- 
ister. pp. 16. Price 2 cts. 

On Revivals. pp. 16. Price 2 cts. 


*,* The above are sold at one-third discount to 
purchasers by the hundred. 


‘These Four Days’ Meetings.’—What are 
they for? and what will be the cost and fruit of them ? 
pp. 16. Price 2 cts. single, $1 per hundred. 

Plain Letters on Important Subjects. pp. 
250. Price 50 cts. single, $5 per doz. dozen. 

Gospel Temperance.—A Sermon, deliver- 
ed in Gardner, Mass., the Sunday Morning after there 
had been a “ Protracted Meeting ” in that town. pp. 
16. Price 2 cts. single, $1 per hundred. 


—_—-— —__- — 


POCKET BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 
A variety of the Pearl Pocket Bible and Testaments 
with and without ents, can be foundat LINCOLN & 
— Bookstore, No. 59 Washington Street. 
ec. 31. 











CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 





PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY MORNING, 
BY DAVID REED: 
CORNER OF WASHINGTON AND SCHOOL STREETS, 





Terms.— Three Dollars a year, pwyable in six 
months from the time of subscribing. } 

To those who pay at the office, or send their sub- 
scriptions free of expense to the publisher, within the 
first month of their year,—two dollars and fifty 
cents. 

To those who pay bills in advance toa collector, 
after the first month of their year,—two dollars and 
seventyfive cents. 

To those who obtain and become responsible for 
five subscribers, and send the money yearly in ad- 
vance, a sixth copy will be sent gratis. 

a7 No subscriptions discontinued, except at the 
discretion of the publisher, until all arrearages are 


aid. 
r Interest will be charged on all subscripjions, from 
the close of the year when they become due. 

All communications for the editor, as well as letters 
of business relating to the Christian Register, should 
be addressed to Davip Reen, Boston. 

{ The following gentlemen are authorized to re- 
ceive the payment of subscriptions for the Christian 
Register in their respective towns and vicinity. 

Augusta, Geo. Thomas S. Metcalf, 

Brattleborough, Vt. G. C. Hall. 


Burlington, “ Rev. G. G. Ingersoll. 
Bridgewater NV., Mass. Perez Crocker. 
Concord, “ Daniel Shattuck. 


W. P. Rice. 
Daniel Kilby. 
Daniel Reed. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Eastport, Maine, 
Easton, Mass. 


Hingham, “ David Andrews, jt- 
Keene. V. H. John Prentiss. 
Kennebunk, Me. James Osborn. 
New Bedford, Mass. William Howe. 
New York, C. S. Francis. 
Plymouth, Mass. William Brown. 


Jobn W. Foster. 
Samuel Colman. 
George Dana. 
Clarendon Morse. 
Rev: I. B. Pierce. 


Portsmouth, NV. H. 
Portland, Me. 
Providence, R. I. 
Rochester, N. ¥. 
Trenton, NV. Y. 





York, Me. G. L. Emerson. 
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